resume at 6 o'clock. Those people who have 
signed up who haven't got a chance to speak, you 
will be the first to speak. 

(Recess from 5:30 to 6:14.) 

MR. POREDA: First I would ask 
that the balloons be moved to the back of the 
hall. Thank you very much. Ladies and 
gentlemen, by my watch it's 6:15, so let's get 
the meeting started. Let's go on the record. My 
name is Chris Poreda, and I'll be the moderator 
for this evening's meeting. This meeting is 
jointly sponsored by the Federal Aviation 
Administration and Massachusetts Port Authority. 
I would like to thank the Radisson Hotel for 
allowing us to use these facilities. 


AUDIENCE MEMBER: We can't hear 


MR. POREDA: We've got some 
problem with the speaker system, I'm told. I 
will call the meeting to order. My name is Chris 
Poreda. I will be the moderator or hearing 
officer for this meeting. It is jointly 
Sponsored by the Federal Aviation Administration 


and Massport. I want to thank the Radisson Hotel 
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for allowing us to use these facilities, and 
welcome those individuals who are here to make 
public comments. I also want to thank the 
members of the media, although I would ask that 
you remain as unobtrusive as possible as you 
cover this event. Since this meeting is being 
transcribed, if you speak, please speak clearly, 
use the microphone, and identify yourself before 
you speak. 

(Off the record) 

MR. POREDA: Let's start this 
meeting over again. We'll go on the record at 
6:25. As I said before, my name is Chris Poreda. 
I'm the moderator. This meeting is jointly 
sponsored by Massport and the Federal Aviation 
Administration. I want to welcome members of the 
public that are here to make comments. Since 


this meeting is being transcribed, please speak 


clearly in a microphone, and identify yourself. 


Before I make introductions, let me 
make a brief statement for the record. The 
purpose of this meeting is to receive public 
comment on a Supplemental Draft Environmental 


Impact Statement and Final Environmental Impact 
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Report published jointly by the FAA and Massport. 
The document dated March 2001 supplements the 
original document published in February 1999, and 
describes actions that Massport, as airport 
operator, and the FAA propose to take at Logan 
International Airport including the construction 
of a new runway designated as Runway 14-32. 

The document was distributed to several 
local officials and people who made comment at 
the earlier public hearings, federal, local, and 
State governments, and was available on the 
internet and in local libraries. The FAA 
published a notice in the Federal Register. It 
appears at Volume 66 on Page 16226. 

The joint document serves to supplement 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement that was 
drafted to meet the procedural requirements of 
the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA, and 
other federal requirements including Title 49 of 
the United States Codex. The document also serves 
as a Final Environmental Impact Report to meet 
the requirements of the Massachusetts 
Environmental Policy Act, or MEPA, and other 


State requirements. The FAA is the lead federal 
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agency for purposes of airport layout plan and 
federal funding which are federal actions, and 
Massport is the project proponent for the 
proposals. 

In addition to receiving comments 
tonight, Massport and the FAA are accepting 
written comments. You may place written comments 
in a box here at the front of the room or outside 
at the entrance to the meeting hall. You may 
also send written comments. The addresses, I'm 
told, are out in the entrance to the meeting 
room. Officials here from FAA and MEPA will 
explain when the comment deadline is as they've 
recently been extended. 

seated on my left, your right, is 


Vincent Scarano, Manager of the Airports Division 


in the FAA's New England Region. To my left and 


your right, to my immediate left, Janice 
Hutchins, and further, Arhtur Pugsley of the 
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Office. 
Over at the table to the left of the 
room are Betty Desrosiers, Director of Planning 
and Development from Massport; Flavio Leo, the 


Director of Aviation Planning at Massport; 
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Deborah Meehan, Project Manager from SH&E, a 
consultant to the FAA and Massport on these 
proposals; and David Hollander, a planner from 
SH&E; and John Silva, Environmental Programs 
Manager in the Airports Division of the FAA's New 
England Region. Mr. Pugsley now has a short 
statement that he will make. 

MR. PUGSLEY: Thank you. Allow me 
again to introduce myself. My name is Arhtur 
Pugsiléey. .ittaing Lo my lett,..your right; is 
Janice Hutchins. We're here tonight representing 
the Secretary of Environmental Affairs, Bob 
Durand. I'd like to thank the FAA for inviting 
us to participate in this meeting which, under 
the MEPA statute, we consider an informal public 
informational meeting. 

MEPA is a state law that requires that 


state agencies considering actions study the 


environmental consequences of proposed actions, 


evaluate feasible alternatives, and avoid, 

minimize, or mitigate damage to the environment 
to the maximum feasible extent. Ultimately, the 
secretary will be issuing a decision on whether 


the project as described in the Final 
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| MEPA mandate I just described, and specifically, 
whether it meets the specific guidance laid out 
in the 1995 scope issued by then-Secretary Cox as 
amended in 1999 by Secretary Durand in the 
certificate on the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report. 

The state comment period runs until 
June 8th. We'll be accepting all written 
comments up until June 8th. The address to send 
those comments is out in the hallway, and 
although this meeting is transcribed, we 


certainly encourage people to follow up with 


written comments as the comment period 
progresses. Thank you. 
MR. POREDA: Now we'll hear from 


Vince Scarano. 


MR. SCARANO: Good evening. I'm 


Vince Scarano, Manager of the Airports Division, 
FAA, New England Region. I also serve as the 
chair of the SDEIS panel process on behalf of the 
FAA administrator. The FAA is responsible for 
the preparation of the SDEIS for the Airside 


Improvement Planning Project. This document was 
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prepared jointly as a state-required final EIR 
and an SDEIS. 

It is generally accepted that Logan 
Airport incurs high levels of aircraft delays. 
The purpose of the draft EIS and the SDEIS is to 
evaluate the environmental impact of various 
airport improvements, particularly Runway 14-32, 
and their potential to reduce these delays and 
thereby cause Logan to operate more efficiently 
and safely. 

I would like to explain the 
environmental process that has and will occur 
Since the publication of the original draft in 
February of '99. In January 2000, the FAA 
decided to prepare the SDEIS in order to re- 
examine and more fully address the issues of 
regional airport alternatives, airport demand 
management, and environmental justice issues. 

The SDEIS also addresses issues put 


forth by a panel of six individuals, three 


appointed by the governor and three appointed by 


the mayor. This panel met 12 times during the 
period of March to December of 2000. Their input 


was invaluable, and of the 16 items presented by 
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the panel members, 14 were included in this 
SDELo: 

FAA will consider those comments made 
today and received by mail until the close of the 
comment period which has been extended to June 
6th, not June 8th. That's the state's deadline. 
June 6th is the federal deadline. We will then 
prepare a final EIS. 

This will be followed by a record of 
decision most likely later this summer. That 
will document all of the environmental and 
aviation factors that FAA considers in making a 
decision to approve or not approve the 
development of the airport's official airport 
layout plan and potentially funding of the 
development. The record of decision will also 
document specific environmental mitigation 
commitments of the FAA. 


FAA will also decide in the record of 


decision whether or not to implement the proposal 


to reduce weather minimums on three of the 
airport's runways. These minimums affect the 
conditions under which aircraft can continue a 


landing in poor weather. This is a federal 
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initiative as opposed to the Massport initiative. 
I want you to know that we have 

witnessed strong and impassioned public debate on 
this issue of whether Runway 14-32 should be 
constructed. We may differ on how comprehensive 
this public review process needs to be, but I 
believe the process has been conducted fairly and 
impartially. I am proud that our democratic 
System permits and encourages this dialogue, and 
now we are here to listen to you. 

MR. POREDA: Before I open the 
meeting for public comment, let me say that at 
this afternoon's hearing there were several 
people left over who signed up to speak that 
didn't get a chance to speak. However, I am 


going to recognize Congressman Capuano first. 


Then I will go back and recognize those people 


(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Then I will recognize 
those people who were left over from this 
afternoon. Then I'm going to alternate between 
elected officials who have signed up and other 


people who have signed up to speak. We have 
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quite a number of people, so I'd appreciate it if 


you'd keep your demonstrations to a short 


minimum. Do not hold signs that obstruct the 
view of anybody else, and let's keep our comments 
short and to the point. 

I will enforce strictly a three-minute 
time limit, but I reserve my discretion to extend 
that for any one particular speaker, and that 
discretion is not appealable. So Congressman 
Capuano. 

CONGRESSMAN CAPUANO: First of 
all, I want to thank you for taking me out of 
order. JI apologize for this. I also want to 
thank the members of this board in extending the 
time line for comments. These are very 
complicated documents, very complicated issues, 
and I appreciate the extra time for all of us to 
have commentary on them. 

My commentary tonight is really going 
to center around one central theme which is to 
me, there's no other way I can put it, except the 
big lie or the big lies, because there's really a 
whole lot. 


(Applause) 
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There are too many issues for me to 
really discuss, so I tried to pick out a few. 
The first one that I want to talk about is the 
proponent's argument that this runway does not 
increase capacity, it is only meant to reduce 
delays caused by northwest winds. But in the 
executive summary on Page 12, it says, and I 
quote, the preferred alternative will accommodate 
the expected growth in aviation activity. This 
runway is to increase capacity pure and simple, 
nothing more. 

(Applause) 
If this runway is really just to deal 


with a few delays in a few days in the year of 


northwest winds, then why won't Massport agree to 


limit it just to those days? They won't even 
consider a simple solution to do what they claim 
they want to do. 

The second issue they raise is that 
somehow reducing delays will improve our 
environment. Thank you very much. But there is 
no consideration given to the environmental 
impact of increasing the capacity. Certainly we 


all agree that if you can get one plane off the 
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ground a little faster, that one plane may 
produce a better environmental impact immediately 
upon us. But when you then increase that number 
of planes by 30 percent, you're going to hurt the 
environment. It is a big lie that it will 
improve the environment. It doesn't do it. 

I do want to take a second to commend 
Massport's announcement of a pollution surcharge. 
I do think it's the right way to go, and I 
commend them on that. However, the enactment of 
that surcharge is uncertain, the continuation of 
that surcharge is unknown, and the enforcement is 
yet to be determined. More importantly, that 
surcharge is not a part of this document, it is 
not required as a function of building 14-32. If 
it's really that good, at the very least it 


should be made part of this document. 


The “third “item: Ll want to talk about is 


that increased use of regional jets will somehow 
soften the negative impact, and there are lots of 
questions as to whether regional jets will 
actually ever use 14-32. The airlines say they 
will. Gee, what a surprise, the airlines say 


that they'll use it. But the manufacturer's own 
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specifications, not mine, the manufacturer, the 
people who build these planes, call for a 4,850- 
foot minimum, not maximum, minimum to land. 

This runway is only 5,000 feet, and 
just beyond this runway, in case you haven't been 
there, I know most of you have, is a little 
obstruction called the Hyatt Hotel, not to 
mention a little other obstruction just before 
that which is maybe a couple of thousand parked 
cars in front of that hotel. Just less than a 
month ago, Massport said that an old rotting 
wooden structure at the end of an 8,000-foot 
runway was a detriment to public safety. It was 
a hazard that had to be removed. 

(Applause) 

If that was so dangerous, what about 

the Hyatt? A minor little point. Another 


argument they made in their own documents is 


that, and I quote, Massport is aggressively 


regionalizing, aggressively regionalizing. Now, 
again, I want to commend Massport. They have 
taken some steps lately to regionalize. I 
commend them on that. But if they're really so 


committed to do it, why won't they do a very 
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simple little thing like open up their Logan 
Express terminals in Woburn and Braintree to the 
buses that then will take people to Green and 
Manchester? 

(Applause) 

Massport says the preferred alternative 
provides net long-term benefits for the most 
severely impacted areas. That's on ES-26. 
Massport must know more than I know, because 
every single elected school committee person, 
cLty councilor, state rep, state senator, county 
official, and federal official who represent any 
of the neighborhoods in the Greater Boston area 
oppose 14-32. 

(Applause) 
It's nothing more than years of 


paternalism from a bureaucracy gone insane. It's 


insulting at the very least. They're saying that 


this runway will reduce the noise in the most 
severely impacted areas, but their own figures, 
and I know that there's a blown-up map of it, the 
map on ES-8, proves this lie, unless of course, 
I'd like to see a show of hands, how many of you 


live underneath the water on Boston Harbor? If 
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you live on land, you will be negatively 
impacted, and we all know it. 

On top of it, these figures do not 
account for again the increased capacity. Even 
if one plane is one decibel quieter over my home, 
great, that's a good result, but when I now have 
three and four more planes going over, guess 
what? My quality of life has not been improved, 
and no one else's has. 

(Applause) 

On Page ES-24 -- you notice I've only 
gotten through the executive summary -- the quote 
is, the preferred alternative does not cause a 
disproportionate high in adverse impact on 
minority and low-income populations. Less than 2 
percent of the population within the 65 VNL 
contour have a household income of less than 150 
percent of income. 


Well, number one, they didn't use the 


2000 census. They have no idea what they're 


talking about about who lives under these 
runways. Number two, they do not account for 
regional differences. Maybe somebody should tell 


them that, yes, on a national level our income 
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here in Boston is pretty good, but guess what? 
You cannot live on $25,000 a year here the same 
as you can in the middle of Oklahoma, and 
everybody knows it. The numbers are a lie. 

Finally, I want to repeat that every 
Single elected official from every one of these 
neighborhoods opposes it. To substitute 
Massport's flawed statistics for the opinion of 
the minority and low-income population is 
paternalistic at best, and in my opinion, borders 
on nothing more than old-fashion discrimination 
of the worst kind. 

(Applause) 


I want to conclude by saying what I 


Said at the beginning. It is a series of little 


lies that end up in the big lie, and I want to 
end up with the two questions I asked the very 
first time I was introduced to this subject. 
When, in the opinion of the officials, who only 
deal with airplanes and only deal with air 
traffic, they do not concern themselves in -- in 
very few places in any of these documents will 
you see anything about the quality of life. When 


is enough enough? How many planes do we have to 
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take before the officials who represent us stand 
up and say enough? 

The second question I have to ask, the 
same question I asked, if we get this runway, 
their own projections state clearly that a few 


years after this runway is built, we'll be back 


in the exact same situation relative to delays. 


What is your plan then? Do you have one? And 
the answer is no, they don't. This runway should 
be defeated at all costs, and we will 

(Applause) 

Again, I'd like to thank you for taking 
me out of order. I thank you for your 
indulgence. Before I leave, I would also like to 
submit a written statement from Congressman Joe 
Moakley. I'm not going to read the whole thing 
but I will read a few highlights and I'll leave 
the document with you. 

As you all know, Mr. Moakley has 
certain things that he has to attend to now that 
are more important than this, and I just want to 
read a few lines from his letter. He says, I've 
lived within a couple of miles of the site of 


Logan Airport for virtually my entire life. By 
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all accounts, Logan has far exceeded all 
reasonable limits on its capacity, and the impact 
to both its neighbors and the traveling public 
has been devastating. 

Today I am more convinced than ever 
that expanding Logan's capacity through 
construction of Runway 14-32 to facilitate a 
dramatic increase in the volume of air traffic is 
not the solution to any of these problems. In 
fact, in the long term, it will only make things 
worse. 

The runway's long-term benefits are 
minimal, the negative environmental impacts are 
enormous, and the proposal fails to contain 


effective mitigation. Under no circumstances 


should an environmentally responsible government 


approve the current proposal. That's from 
Congressman Joe Moakley. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Thank you, 
Congressman. Before I open the meeting up for 
public comment, let me just run through what 
we're going to do again. We're going to take the 


people who were left over from the 3 p.m. hearing 


WOOD COURT & CONFERENCE REPORTING 


77 Summer Street, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 


(fod) SES=602i 


first. Then I'm going to alternate between 
elected officials who have signed up to speak at 
this hearing and other people that have signed up 
to speak for this hearing. If I take an elected 
official out of protocol, I apologize in advance, 
but I'm just going to take you in line as you 
Signed up. 

As I said, each speaker will be limited 
to three minutes. As that time limit approaches, 


I will tell you to wrap it up, and then when your 


time is expired, I'll ask you to please take your 


seat. I'm going to announce the person that's on 
deck when I tell you to go ahead and speak so 
that person can get ready and we can cut down the 
time in between speakers. 

We have quite a few people that want to 
speak, and we will go as far into the night as we 
have to to give everyone an opportunity. I will 
not entertain, however, requests to donate part 
of your three minutes to somebody else, so three 
minutes is it. Remember that you're being 
transcribed, so please speak clearly and please 
state the community that you're from when you 


speak, and spell your last name so that the 
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Lastly, let's remember that our purpose 
here is to give comments to these fine officials 
that are beside me. It's not a forum for debate. 
Let me repeat, please refrain from demonstrations 
because they do not become part of the record, 
and they only take away from the time that we 
have to listen to public comment. Again, I would 
ask that signs be moved to the side or the rear 
of the room so they do not obstruct people's 
view. The first person to speak will be the 
Arsenault family, followed by Bernice Mader. 

MS. ARSENAULT: My name is Lydia 
Arsenault. I'm here representing Families 


Against Runway Expansion in East Boston. I just 


want to let everyone know that I was here earlier 


today with my son and my husband, and I was told 
I could not speak, so I had to send my son home. 
I fortunately have family from East Boston here, 
the Arsenault family, and they're going to take 
the place of my son. 

Let me just tell you how the airport 
already affects my family. Some of you may have 


heard me say this and I will say it again. The 
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first three words out of my son's mouth were, 
mama, dada, and airplane. He can't sleep at 
night because of the planes. He wakes up crying 
as they go flying over our roof. I actually wear 
earplugs when the noise vibrations set off car 
alarms up and down my street. 

I have to indicate that air traffic 
will increase three to four times over my house. 
It said that in the report. Yet Massport is 
Saying that this new runway is going to be 
quieter and better for the environment. Where is 
the logic of this? Massport needs to stop 
telling lies. 

(Applause) 

I've been all over East Boston. I've 
talked to people at Shaw's, the library, the 
clinic, the WIC office, the churches. I've gone 
door-to-door. I stop people in the street, and 
they are all adamantly opposed to the runway. 
Parents have the same complaints. The noise, the 


smell, the pollution, kids have trouble doing 


their homework. We've all heard this before. 


The number one unanimous complaint is 


asthma. If these fumes are polluting our kids' 
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lungs, what are they doing for the environment? 
Explain to these families. These families have 
kids who suffer from asthma. How can a runway 
benefit their children's health and the 
environment? They know the truth. You're not 
fooling us. 

I spoke with a Latino mother who told 
me she worked at the central office last summer. 
She told me that the majority of the Latino 
population is completely unaware of what's going 
on at the airport. They don't know anything 
about this public comment period. East Boston is 
almost 50 percent Spanish-speaking. There is not 
a Spanish translation of this report available to 
them. 

This seems to be Massport's best 
strategy for poor and working class, divide and 
conquer. Another Latino woman I spoke to hit the 


nail on the head, and I quote her exact words. I 


can't believe what they're doing to the people of 


my culture. Massport has the power because 
they're rich and we're poor. People are starting 
toy talk. 


(Applause) 
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I hand-delivered 250 letters to people 
in Bast Boston telling them how the new runway is 
going to absolutely destroy our neighborhood, and 


I have one of those if anyone wants one. East 


Boston families are going to fight until the end 


for environmental justice. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 
MS. ARSENAULT: They're asking for 
more hearings at more convenient times so moms 
and dads can be here tonight, but we're not the 
only ones. There needs to be a comprehensive 
health study before any further construction at 
Logan takes place, and research and 
implementation of all alternatives to a new 
runway, things like peak-period pricing, high- 
speed rail, and teleconferencing. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Thank you very much. 
Ms. Mader, before you begin, I want to thank the 
last speaker for reminding me of an oversight. I 
forgot to mention that we have a Spanish 
translator here if anyone needs it, and I was 


also told to announce that there is a Spanish 
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translation of the executive summary document 
available. Bernice Mader will now speak, and 
following Bernice Mader -- is Mike Spinelli still 
in the room? 

MR. SPINELLI: Yes. 

MR. POREDA: Following Ms. Mader, 
we will hear from Mike Spinelli. 

MS. MADER: I speak here tonight 
for Mayor James Sheets who is in Washington. He 
serves on the federal committee; otherwise, he 
would have come here tonight and spoken for 
himself. In addition to him, I'm also speaking 
for the Quincy City Council. They have, for 
three years in a row, been in total opposition to 
the building of Runway 14-32. They know that 
Quincy's 27 miles of coastline is going to be 
inundated in eight different neighborhoods by a 
runway trajectory that will come over the land. 


We know that from 23 years of experience. 


I can tell you that we looked at flight 


patterns, other runways such as Runway 33. When 
they first made the decision to put the current 
trajectory of Runway 23 on paper, it was supposed 


to be what they called an offset approach. They 
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decided that in my living room with the head of 
the then Air Traffic Controllers Union. And you 
know what? If you take a look at a dozen years 
of (inaudible) over the land. So that's a 
perfect example of how much this does not work 
despite what Massport promises. 

(Applause) 

The other thing I'd like to talk about 
is last year Massport had approximately 553,000 
flights. (Inaudible) And you know what? Three 
out of those 4 percent would not have been able 
to be helped by an additional runway because 
those delays were weather-related, whether it was 
snow, ice, severe thunderstorms, wind, or how 
about the time when the communications tower blew 
over, when they had the power failure in Fast 
Boston for a couple of days, when other airports 
Shut down. A new runway isn't going to help 
chats 


So you have a runway that is going to 


help potentially 1 percent of the time, and even 


then, they may not achieve their 110 to 115 
operations per hour they're trying to do. So you 


have -- they want to try to move what they call 
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the turbo prop turbine over to 14-32. Have you 
thought about what happens? Right now, the 
bigger planes who are behind those small planes 
have to wait while the small ones take off, and 
then they have to wait (inaudible) in order to 
give them more space and that causes a delay. 

MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 

MS. MADER: Our office got the 
same response from the MEPA office that there was 
five minutes for us to be able to speak here, and 
I will go as fast as I can. I will tell you that 
don't you think that in a year to a year-and-a- 
half we're going to be right back where we 
started here? 


The presumption in here is also that 


anybody that's in opposition to this runway can't 


do business, and that's not true. The city of 
Quincy is 
| (Applause) 

Not only that, but the city would like 
to see Cape Cod Air and Nantucket Air somehow 
receive a special dispensation from that suffered 
from the other airlines should peak-period 


pricing be induced because of their specific 
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circumstances. So it's not anti-Runway 14-32. 

You have Massport's citizens. They 
took a 16-year-old (inaudible) to try to even out 
the amount of movement that people got across the 
28 communities. That is called preferential 
runway assignment system, PRAS, and was never 
implemented by the FAA. Supposedly when certain 
communities got eight hours of noise in one day 
or 24 in three days, they were supposed to try to 
change the runways. They never did. 

All of a sudden, with this study, just 
because they had to show something positive, 
Massport dragged it out, you know, cobwebs and 
all, and said, oh, now it's going to have a five 
(inaudible) approach, and we're going to do it 
even though we've never done it for the past 16 
years. 

The last point that the mayor asked me 
to address was the whole concept of overall 
development of the idea of a comprehensive plan, 
something that the congressman just addressed 
somewhat. Let's face it, the majority of 
everybody sitting in this room lived in the 


community before the airport was here. 
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(Applause) 

We didn't move in knowing that that was 
there. Instead, what's happened is Logan Airport 
has come out and attacked us in our own homes. 
It's the kind of thing like if you have a 
(inaudible) in a neighborhood and that has been 
hitting you over the head with two fists for a 
very long time, and now they're saying, well, if 
you give me (inaudible). 

MR. POREDA: Thank you, Ms. Mader. 
We'll now hear from Mike Spinelli, and on deck 
will be Angie Preston. 

MR. SPINELLI: I am Mike Spinelli. 
I am past president, international president of 
the American Society of Travel Agents. At this 
moment, I feel like a germ at a penicillin 


convention because I want to speak for the 


airport, and I would beg you to please listen 


because your pitchers are full. When a pitcher 
is full of water, you can't put more water in it. 

A lot of the comments and the words 
I've heard are lies are not lies, and I'm telling 
you truthfully. I have traveled I'll bet you 


more than everyone in this room. Seriously, let 


WOOD COURT & CONFERENCE REPORTING 
77 Summer Street, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 
(781) 383-6621 


149 


me give you a few facts, and then if you want to 
throw me out, go ahead. 

I just came back from England and I 
flew all the way to study hoof and mouth disease. 
I just got back yesterday, and I flew to 
Washington. I hear words about -- 


AUDIENCE MEMBER: Where do you 


MR. SPINELLI: I live in Lowell, 
Massachusetts. Wait a minute. I want to give 
you a few facts. 

MR. POREDA: Just a second, Mr. 


Spinelli. Ladies and gentlemen, let's please be 


civil and let's give the speaker an opportunity 


to speak. Thank you very much. Go ahead, Mr. 
Spinelli. 

MR. SPINELLI: The only time I've 
ever been delayed in a flight because of a runway 
is Boston. Come on. Hold on, hold on. 

MR. POREDA: Ladies and gentlemen, 
even if you don't believe what he's saying, let 
him say it. 

MR. SPINELLI: You know, normally 


I am in this type of environment, but I want to 
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give some real facts. I was in Atlanta, Georgia. 


The only flight delays on a beautiful clear day 
was Boston because we have -- 


MR. POREDA: Ladies and gentlemen, 


MR. SPINELLI: I have never in my 
life anywhere that I've spoken in the past 41 
years run into this type of situation. I really 
mean it. You are discourteous. You're 
discourteous. 

MR. POREDA: All right. That's 
enough. Mr. Spinelli, please continue. 

MR. SPINELLI: This meeting is not 
about expanding the airport. It's about reducing 
pollution. I have been up there circling over 
and over and over. What do you think we're 
dumping on you but pollution? It's not about 
over-expansion. I've seen signs about stop the 
airport. You know, if you need an appendix 
operation, you may not like the scar but what is 
the alternative? The alternative to what you're 
talking about is more pollution because they're 
going to: be eircling and circling and circling. 


It's not about waiting in the air. 
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What if you were up there and you had to go toa 
Boston hospital and it kept circling, how would 
you feel? 

MR. POREDA: Mr. Spinelli, please 
wrap it up. Ladies and gentlemen, please be 
quiet so he can wrap up. 

MR. SPINELLI: I knew this would 
happen, I knew you wouldn't listen to reason. 
Okay. I'll just say good luck to all of you, and 
without this runway, you're going to find more 
planes, more circling, and more noise. 

MR. POREDA: Thank you very much. 
Angie Preston, please, and we'll follow that by 
Paul Jesse Perrier. 

MS. PRESTON: Hello. My name is 
Angie Preston and I live at ground zero, East 
Boston. I've lived in Eastie for the past 15 
years. Since moving there, I've had pneumonia 
three times, bronchitis, frequent sore throats, 
I'm beginning to have asthma along with 


allergies, and a persistent cough. No, I don't 


smoke cigarettes. I live near Logan. But my 


health is clearly declining since I've moved 


there, and I'll be only 37 this Friday. 
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Some of you might say, well, maybe I 
should exercise. Well, I do exercise. 
Specifically, I play tennis at Porzzio Park which 
is right across the inner harbor from Logan. I 
ran at Jeffries Point Tournament for ten years up 
until the late '90s. One of the reasons that I 
no longer have a tournament, I just couldn't take 


the exhaust anymore. 


The fumes emanating from Logan as well 


as the noise prevents the tournament from running 
smoothly, and I had to stop the tournament. I 
also moved from Jeffries Point. I moved to the 
Day Square area hoping that the air quality would 
be better in that area. Well, I was wrong. The 
air quality is as bad or worse. My health as 
well as the health of my neighbors is of great 
concern. 

First we got bulldozed with the 
(inaudible), and now we're back to Runway 14-32. 
Enough is enough. I have throat problems. The 
new runway will only serve to exacerbate the 
Situation. Despite what Massport and/or the FAA 
Say, there are environmental impacts to Runway 


14-32. It will undoubtedly be used as a taxiway 
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cof for idling planes. We don't need additional 
fumes, noise, nor additional hotels either, but 
that's another issue. 

Runway 14-32 is like putting a Band-Aid 
on something that needs stitches, those stitches 
being a new airport, a way for residential 

(Applause) 

(Inaudible) but jet fuel fumes and 
stress from airplane noise does. Don't we count 
at all? If I had my way, anyone wanting to vote 
on this issue would be required to live in an 
area that would be affected by this project. 

7 (Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 
MS. PRESTON: After living in an 


affected area, that person would then be 


qualified and able to vote on the proposed 


runway. None of these decision-makers live in 
Fast Boston and I think that makes a huge 
difference. If you really want to know the 
effects of Logan on any of the surrounding areas, 
spend some quality time in that area. Make an 
educated decision rather than a political or 


financial one. Thank you. 
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MR. POREDA: Paul Jesse Perrier, 
please, and followed by Mary Beninger. 

MR. PERRIER: My father's roots 
were in East Boston. I grew up in Hingham. Now 
it seems like the planes are following me 
constantly. It's a lifetime endeavor. Also I'm 
a representative of the U.N., and I was observing 
things around the world, and I came back and I 
made this statement 14 years ago -- I think it 
was 14 years ago. Why is Massport the only 
airport in the world expanding its operations in 
the middle of a congested urban city? 

(Applause) 

We were told by the administration in 
power that we would build a second airport and 
three different sites were designated. So the 
Republicans won the election and Mr. Weld 
(inaudible). Now they just let everything go by. 


This situation, everybody knows, that what we 


have here today are people with financial 


interest, they're being paid to be here, there's 
a certain (inaudible) under that condition, but 


the rest of us which are the people that live 
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under these conditions came in on our own time, 
take away from our families, our homes because 
we're concerned about the future of our children 
and the future generations. 

I've got three cameras in here because 
there's a revolution starting. In third world 
countries where there's financial interest, don't 
listen to the numbers. When I see the numbers, 
you are starting a revolution and I don't want 
this to be 

(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Mary Beninger, 
followed by Joseph Quinlan. 
MS. BENINGER: Thank you for 
taking me before the elected officials because I 


came at 3 o'clock hoping that the process would 


go a little bit more quickly so that all of us 


could speak, but I did feel it was important to 
Stay. Congressman Capuano is still here. I want 
to thank you for taking the time to come here in 
order to speak at the same microphone as he did, 
but I think he forgot some more people. Senator 
Kennedy and Senator Kerry are not here. 


(Applause) 
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MS. BENINGER: That being said, I 
just wanted to say that I requested a set of the 
tomes that Massport and the FAA put out, and in 
truth, it is a big box and it has many volumes, 
and I was particularly interested in seeing how 
they responded to my first letter the last go- 
round, and they very cavalierly dismissed my 
comments, and said that noise is the only 
negative effect regarding environmental justice. 

Well, if that's the case, I suggest 
that it's a flawed national atrocity because it 
totally eliminates and disregards the aggregate 
cumulative negative effects of cars, trucks, 
buses that, with growth over time at Logan 
Airport, will severely impact our health. 

The other thing is I don't want that 
centerfield taxiway, and I'll tell you why. If 


you want to couch it in terms of environmental 


justice, it will destroy the very neighborhood 


where I live. Those planes will sit there, and 
all of that exhaust will be right back to where 
we live, so I don't know where the environmental 
justice is with that runway. If someone can 


clarify that for me, I'd really appreciate it. 
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The fact that there were some gentlemen 
and some ladies here from the business community 
who made some statements that first of all, he 
postured. I'm not posturing. I'm stating real 
truisms, and if the business community doesn't 
want to hear them, I'm very, very sorry, but I 
also have a son who's an asthmatic as I heard 
some of the other folks in the room say. That's 
not something that's made up when he's using a 
nebulizer or he's going to play his hockey game 
taking two, three, four puffs of his inhaler. 
That's not posturing, gentlemen and ladies. 

Another thing is that they have real 
losses of time and money. To make both sides of 
the equation equal, what about our real losses of 


health, sleep, and the ability to recreate with 


our children? Those are severely hampered by the 


effects of that airport. No one is seriously 
considering or suggesting that Massport go away 
or the airport, but we're just saying enough is 
enough, and I agree with Congressman Capuano on 
that. 

MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 


MS. BENINGER: I will. Another 
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businessman said that he can see so many planes 
right now that are in a queue waiting to land. I 
can see the same planes over and over sitting on 
the taxiway, certainly Revere, Winthrop, the 
South Shore. I don't want to see any more, so I 
would suggest -- and I wish Mr. Durand had come 
with the two senators so we can tell him -- don't 
Sanction this project. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Joseph Quinlan of 
Revere. Okay. Then I'm going to recognize 
Representative Robert DeLeo, 19th District of 
Suffolk; Representative Byron Rushing, 9th 
Suffolk; and Representative Eugene O'Flaherty, 
2nd Suffolk. Also, Senator Robert Hedlund, 
Norfolk-Plymouth; and Representative Garrett 


Bradley, 3rd Plymouth District. These 


representatives will be speaking from the podium. 


I'll grant them that request, and they promise me 
they're going to keep their remarks to three 
minutes apiece. 

REPRESENTATIVE DeLEO: Before I 
begin, Mr. Chairman, thank you very much for the 


opportunity to address you here tonight. As the 
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Chairman of the Massachusetts Legislative Caucus 
on Air Transportation, I also want to submit 
written testimony somewhat more lengthy than our 
remarks are going to be, but I wanted to make 
Sure that we were allowed to make sure that all 
our points were considered. 

MR. POREDA: Excuse me. The 
reporter has a special request. She doesn't know 
you by face, so please identify yourself when you 
speak. Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE DeLEO: I'm 
Representative Robert DeLeo, as the moderator had 
stated, from the 19th Suffolk District. I 
represent the town of Winthrop and the city of 
Revere, and I also see Representative Malia also 
here today, and I'd like to ask her to come up 
wherever she may be. 


Let me just say I'm just going to be 


brief. You're going to hear from a lot of my 


fellow elected officials here today, but I think 
that what we're all here to say is that we have 
two major problems relative to the proposed 
runway. Number one, that it's simply wrong, and 


it's wrong because we do have other alternatives 
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to a new runway at Logan. 

In my ten years in the legislature, I 
have been talking for ten years about the need to 
take a look at alternatives, alternative 
airports, second airports, and so on and so 
forth. For the first time in my ten years, I see 
that we're starting to do that. We're now 
starting to take a look at the airport in 
Worcester, we're taking a look at the air 
transportation out of Hanscom. We're talking 
about expansion at Providence and Manchester, New 
Hampshire. 

I know in talking to my fellow elected 
officials down in Fall River and New Bedford, 
they're talking about the need for an airport 
there as well, so we are taking a look at that. 
But most importantly, the biggest issue and the 
problem that I have and I think that all of my 
fellow elected officials have and the 
constituents that we represent, and that issue 
comes down to health. When did the health of 


constituents or the people of the commonwealth of 


Massachusetts come before the almighty dollar? 


(Applause) 
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Tonight you're going to hear stories 
from the folks out there who live in the 
neighboring communities. These are real stories, 
there's no fiction here. I can tell you because 
I listen to their concerns. I listen to the 
concerns about a mother who called me one morning 
at 1 o'clock because her child couldn't sleep. I 
listen to the concern a gentleman who told me 


about his wife's respiratory ailments which 


further study has showed he thought was due to 


being next to Logan Airport. 

I listen to the concerns about someone 
who walks out on a beautiful summer's day and 
they can't stand to be out there because of the 
smell of the smoke or because of the soot that's 
on their houses. These aren't fictitious names. 
They're real people, they see real problems, so I 
think that as we go along here today, it's very 
important for us, it's very important, and I know 
we're all concerned about the economy, the 
economy this and the economy that, and there's no 
one who gives greater credence to that than do I. 

But I think that it's important that we 


listen to the people who are most severely 
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impacted by Logan Airport, the residents of the 
surrounding communities. We're in the process 
here in the commonwealth of Massachusetts of 
doing a health study, a health study in terms of 
what it means to live close to an airport. I 
think it would be wise for all the decision- 
makers here today to stop, don't act as a rubber 
stamp to any report, but to stop and listen. 
Let's stop, let's take a look at that report, 
let's see what it says. Let's see what it says 
about what ill health effects it has. 

In my community which I represent in 
the town of Winthrop, it was found that those who 
live closer to the airport face one-third higher 
respiratory ailments than those who live further 


away. Those are very important facts for us to 


consider. I think it's time for us again to 


consider those facts. 

Let's talk about the noise pollution, 
the air pollution, the alternatives to the 
runway. So I ask you, members of the Commission 
here today, that you not be a rubber stamp, that 
you listen to each and everyone who's here to 


testify to tell you some very, very real stories 
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in terms of how the airport affects their daily 
lives, and give that credence. Again, I ask you, 
let's choose health over the almighty dollar. 
Thank you very much. 

(Applause) 

I'd like to introduce the vice chairman 
of the committee with me, Representative Eugene 
O'Flaherty. 

REPRESENTATIVE O'FLAHERTY: Thank 
you, Mr. Chairman. For the record, my name is 


BFugene O'Flaherty. I represent Chelsea and 


Charlestown in the 2nd Suffolk District. For 


those of you out there in the audience that know 
Chelsea, that know Charlestown, you're our 
neighbors, you know what we have gone through for 
many, many years dealing with Massport. I would 
like to direct my very brief comments to the 
business community who you may be hearing from 
tonight, and to my understanding, that you've 
heard from today. I will debate anyone from the 
business community at any time on the facts that 
we have before us. 

(Applause) 


The reason why I say that so 
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confidently is because the business community 
will come to you and they will say that this 
airport is needed for the primary reason of 
providing transportation and enabling the 
business community in Massachusetts to grow. I 
remind each and every one of you that 25 years 
ago this argument took place. 

I sound like a broken record but I want 
to keep repeating it because it makes sense. Ed 
King was the then-director of Massport, and Ed 
King said that if the runway is not built, the 
Massachusetts economy will suffer, Logan Airport 
will not grow. Back then, the Logan Airport 
could accommodate 8 million people, the 


Massachusetts economy was okay. Here we are 


today, 26 million people going in and out of 


Logan, and the Massachusetts economy has 
prospered. What happened to that argument? 
Today the argument will not gain any further 
credence. 

The Massachusetts economy will grow if 
regional air transportation is examined and 
looked at because the business community in 


Massachusetts has grown. Where? Yes, in Greater 
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Boston, but more so on Route 495 and Route 128. 
That's where the economic development is taking 
place. 

(Applause) 

I say that cautiously because I don't 
wish on anyone in the commonwealth of 
Massachusetts what the city that I live in with 
my wife Patricia, Chelsea, has gone through, nor 
the neighborhood of Charlestown. We have oil 
tanks, we have salt piles, we have airplanes 
going over our head. We don't need this anymore. 
Thank you. 

(Applause) 


REPRESENTATIVE RUSHING: My name 


is Byron Rushing, B-Y-R-O-N R-U-S-H-I-N-G. I 


represent the South End, the Fenway, and lower 
Roxbury in the city of Boston, and I was a member 
of the Boston Logan SDEIS panel. I was one of 
the three mayoralty appointments to that panel. 

I want to limit my remarks here, and I will be 
submitting more extensive written remarks after 
this hearing, but I want to limit my remarks here 
to what was not studied in the SDEIS. 


As you know, the panel that I was on, 
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the mayoralty appointments submitted over 90 
recommendations for what should be studied in 


this SDEIS, but we of course had to get unanimous 


Support for this, and we were not able to 
persuade the three gubernatorial appointments of 
the wisdom of many of our ideas. 
I want to speak to those three of the 
subject matters that we wished to have studied 
that we got the governor's people to agree on 


that were not studied, that the FAA decided did 


not need to be studied in the SDEIS, and I think 
that this speaks to one of the set of flaws in 


the Environmental Impact Statement, 


the original 
statement and the supplemental statement. 
The first was we wanted to analyze the 
potential impact of modifying the first-come, 


first-served policy of allowing flights to leave 


Logan Airport and to land in Logan Airport, and 


we were told that we could not do that, that we 


could not study that, because there was an FAA 
air traffic policy that precludes such a 
management technique. 


If we are not going to think out of the 


box, 


if we are not going to come up with trying 
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to decide whether we need to change FAA policy, 
then we are not going to be able to have any kind 
of serious mitigation, and this is an attitude 
that I think needs to be changed and is a flaw in 
this report. 

Secondly, we ask that there be an 
update on the regionalization, the plans for 
traffic not only in the regional airports but in 
all other forms of transportation in our New 
England region. This was, I think as the FAA put 
it, they decided to modify this request, and you 
can see the outcome of the modification of this 
request in the report. Essentially, there is no 
suggestion for any mitigation that speaks to new 


forms of regionalization, that speaks to any form 


of regionalization that is not already going on 


right now in the system. 

Finally, we asked that -- and I would 
like to defend one of my last moments on this one 
omission -- we asked that the report comment on 
the maximum capacity and possible limitations, 
variables, and uncertainties that may affect 
Logan's future capacity. How much, how big can 


Logan get and be safe? How safe can Logan be to 
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get the customer in and out of Logan Airport? 
How big is Logan ever going to be? Is there an 
answer? 

Essentially, Massport will not answer 
that question because they really believe that it 
can be as big as they want it, but all I ask and 
what the whole panel asked, including the 
gubernatorial appointments, was for the FAA to 
insist on answering the question of capacity of 
Logan Airport, and what we were told is that this 


question, these comments, will be adopted as a 


task in the regional airport system study to be 


initiated this summer, but not included in the 
SDEIS, and I'm quoting. So the FAA is telling us 
that we don't need to know how big Logan Airport 
should safely be. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

REPRESENTATIVE BRADLEY: Good 
evening. My name is Garrett Bradley. I'm the 
State Representative from the South Shore of 
Hingham, Hull, and Cohasset. I'd like to make 
two quick points for two representatives who 
couldn't be here. Representative Barrious of 


Cambridge would like you all to know that the 
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— Mass. Democratic Party just passed a resolution 
| in opposition to Runway 14-32. 

(Applause) 

Representative Kathy Rheinstein from 
Revere, Malden, and Chelsea wishes to express 
that she's very sorry she could not be here 
tonight. I have written comments which I will 
put in the box after I'm finished speaking. 

My name is Garrett Bradley. I am here 
in strong opposition to not only the impact study 
but to the runway itself, and I want to make 
three points and I'll be brief because I know 


there's others behind me, but I think it's 


important to note that you see individuals from 
Hingham, Hull, and Cohasset, my district; you see 
Winthrop, Revere; you see Democrats and 
Republicans asking the same question, why are we 
doing this. I can't seem to figure it out with 


all the strong opposition throughout the state on 


this. And what we want to tell you from the 


South Shore is you in Boston are not alone. We 
are here to; Tight this: with -vyou:. 
(Applause) 


I hear and I read often when this new 
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runway goes in, it's going to go over the water. 


Let me just say that over the water equals over 


my district. Over the water does not equal 
(inaudible). We have flights over my town, and I 
get woken up at night just like others, every 45 
to 60 seconds. With the addition of a runway, it 
will triple to every 15 to 20 seconds, and that's 
just unacceptable when we talk about quality of 
life. 

The thing that I'd like to point out, 
and I like to use numbers, the district that I 
represent, the high school in.Hull is*> right out 
at the tip. The planes get closer to the Hull 
High School than they ever get to the control 
tower at Logan Airport, and I find that amazing, 
and what I find amazing is even with that, we do 
not have a voice at all, anyone from the South 
Shore. 

The second point I'd like to make is 
when Massport talks about the fact that we're 
going to reduce delays, but even their own 
numbers only say a few years. You know, the 
other thing I noted when I was here tonight is 


we're going to be repetitive, we're going to keep 
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hearing the same thing, and that's good because 
if we keep saying it, maybe they'll hear it. 

(Applause) 

Even experts like Professor Modoadoni 
(phonetically spelled) at MIT, a professor of 
aeronautics, said, you will not see one day of 
reduction in delay. So I keep asking myself why 
are we doing this? Why don't we look into the 
next five years instead of the next 50 years is 
what we should be doing. 

As Byron said, we need to think out of 
the box, and that leads right into my third point 
which you have heard it, but regionalization is 
the key. I know we're beating a drum here, but 
when you look at other great cities like New York 
and Chicago, they all have dual airports, 
regional airports, and I think that's what we 
need to be getting to. I thank you very much for 
coming in tonight, and I thank you for the 
Opportunity to be heard. Thank you very much. 

(Applause) 
SENATOR HEDLUND: Thank you. 


State Senator Robert Hedlund, representing eight 


communities on the South Shore, and I guess my 
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presence with this distinguished group of 
legislators truly makes it a bipartisan group. 
(Applause) 

Let me just offer my perspective and 
I'll try and be brief because I know we have a 
lot of good people out here who are on their own 
time to be here. I'1l try not to be redundant, 
but my perspective, not only as a legislator but 
as a long-time, lifelong South Shore resident 
residing in the communities of Quincy, Hull, 
Hingham, and currently Weymouth, and they're all 
communities which will share the same effects of 
this proposal, and have suffered under the 
current configuration of runways at Logan. 

some parts of my district, my senate 
district, will see upwards of a 400 percent 
increase in flyovers, and one of the questions I 
have to the FAA which I don't believe is 
sufficiently addressed in the draft is if we have 


delays with the new runway, which I believe we 


will and I think everyone in this room agrees 


that we will continue to have, when we have 
planes that are banking outside of the contours 


of the flight paths, for instance, along the 
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shorelines of Hingham, Quincy, Weymouth, Hull, 
and Cohasset as they currently do, what are the 
impacts, what are the additional noise contours 
as a result of those planes which depart from the 
existing flight paths as a result of delays? 

One of the things that we experience 
now are the voluntary, so-called voluntary, noise 
mitigation flight paths that cargo planes are 
supposed to use which are routinely ignored. We 
don't have any sufficient data, I believe, that 


addresses the issues of the cargo flights, and 


what would be the impacts of those flights under 


the new runway proposal. 

The other issue I want to raise as a 
legislator and not as a citizen but as a 
legislator has been the process to date. I won't 
fault the current director at Massport, but under 
the previous director when this proposal was 
first resurrected, we were sold a bill of goods, 
I believe as a legislator, in the briefings that 
we received. 

I quickly learned a short ways into the 
process that the information that was given to us 


by Massport was something worse than spin. It 
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was outright non-factual, outright lies. 
(Applause) 
You heard the previous speaker say that 
out over the water means out over your district. 


It doesn't mean out over the water. A shameless 


incident that occurred in the initial briefings 


that we received from Massport were maps that we 
were given. Well, we actually weren't given the 
maps, maps that we were shown, which showed the 
actual flight path from the runway as missing, 
actually missing, the community of Hull. 

What we learned subsequent to that, it 
didn't miss Hull at all. It flies over Hull. If 
you look at the current maps out front, it does 
show the increased noise contours to the 
community of Hull. I believe that you're going 
to see an increase quite close to the acceptable 
levels in the other three communities that abut 
Hull, so I believe that the process has been 
tremendously flawed to date. It had led to, I 
think, credibility issues for Massport in terms 
of the information they've put forth, and I think 
we've heard the testimony tonight to back that 


up. So I would hope that you take a close look 
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at some of the spin that's been put forth on this 
issue. 

One last point, and I haven't heard 
this raised to date, although I heard one of the 
speakers talk about an analogy here with a jar of 
water or a pitcher of water. We can't fit any 
more water. That is an accurate analogy. We 
have one of the most geographically congested and 
dense airports in terms of the size of Logan, 
from what I hear from pilots, of any of the major 
airports in the country. It's one of the least 
favorite for pilots to fly in and out of because 
of its congested geographic size. 

I think the analogy would be getting 
five gallons of water in a two-and-a-half gallon 
pail, or maybe a better analogy is ten pounds of 
sand in a five-pound sack. I think that's the 
problem that we have here which lends itself to 
the argument we have to have a regional approach. 


And I know we have a group of legislators that 


would assist Massport in pursuing that regional 


approach, but the level of dialogue has been 
INSsSuLricrTent. to date. / Thank vou, 


(Applause) 
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SENATOR WILKERSON: Good evening. 
My name is Diane Wilkerson, State Senator from 
Boston. There seems to be a water theme here 
tonight, and in keeping with that theme, there's 
a phrase that comes to mind that I think is 
appropriate, and I think appropriately directed 
to Massport that there's a saying that says, 
don't spit on me and tell me it's raining. 
(Applause) 
I represent a community that starts in 
Mattapan and Dorchester, Roxbury, South End, 
Jamaica Plain, the Fenway, Prudential, Copley, 
and one of the things that happened in the last 
ten years, as some of you know, is that as 
communities, and I think the more vocal that the 


Fast Boston community got, the airport started 


moving a couple of the planes over just a little 


bit, so every time they complained, they moved it 
over just a little bit. The benefit of that is 
now every one of the communities that's around 
Massport and Logan know what it's like. 

It is not..uncommon for -us to: go: into 
our offices -- it's happened to me on many 


occasions -- take off our voice mail messages, 
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and on the voice mail it will be a constituent 
from Grove Hall, Roxbury, Fort Hill, who have 
called while the airplanes are flying over, and 
put their telephone just up to their window, and 
it sounds like the plane was landing over their 
home into my phone at the state house. It sounds 
like the plane is landing right outside their 
window. So to try to tell us that there isn't 
any environmental impact on us is just crazy. 
Tes Sast. crazy. 

(Applause) 

One thing I want to say it is my 
intention to submit much more detailed comments 
in writing, but I did want to speak about the 
process because I think that that is really what 


we need to focus on because that, to me, is where 


the fundamental flaw occurred. What happens is 


you have a Massport director, you have a business 
community that goes to the governor and says, we 
want another runway. The governor says, we're 
going to do a new runway. 

Then after they decide on the site, 
then says to EOEA, Environmental Affairs, some 


three years later, we've already decided that 
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we're going to do it, we've already directed 
Massport to do it, we're going to spend all our 
resources in creating propaganda to create the 
impression that there's nothing wrong with it. 
Now you do an environmental justice review and 
tell us what you think. 
(Applause) 

I am so happy to see the MEPA 

representatives here, but I think we have to be 


real honest here about the position that they're 


in, and that they don't even have enough votes 


that both of them say that there really is 
environmental impact. We live in the city of 
Boston where the number of children presenting in 
emergency rooms at our Boston hospitals from 
respiratory ailments and asthma has increased 62 
percent in five years. 

That doesn't even speak to what that 
means with our seniors who are in the older 
buildings, the dilapidated buildings, who happen 
to live in East Boston, South Boston, South 
Dorchester, lower Roxbury, who are going to be 
devastated even more than they already are by 


this. If that's not an appropriate question to 
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oy ask before, when would we ask it? When would we 
ask it? 

Maybe we do what Representative Rushing 
said, and we just don't ask it, or we don't get 
an answer to it because we've been asking. And 
it's one of those things where you say, you know 
what the answer is so maybe that's why you don't 
want to ask the question, but we've been asking 
the question. 

You know, folks, I think that this is 
so, so bad, and I think we've got to be real 
clear about the level of vigilance. It's not 


often that you have this many elected officials 


stand up here and tell you, every single one of 
us, no matter where you are or where you're from, 
we can't find one that supports it, but yet still 
here we are in the 11th hour, 59 minutes, still 
acting like this is going to happen. 


The idea that 50 percent of the 


population of a community in East Boston speak 


Spanish, none of the material about what we've 
done is in Spanish but you have a Spanish 
interpreter here tonight when you didn't have the 


material, the notices in Spanish 
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(Applause) 

I know my time is up, but I will just 
say this. We're in this together. We have to be 
in this together. When you think about the 
recent history about the events that unified 
neighborhoods, the first one that comes to mind 
to me is I-95. We successfully fought against 
expansion. The second was the mothers against 
the asphalt plant just four years ago. 
Dorchester, Roxbury, South Boston moms got 
together and converged upon the Public Health 
Commission and the Public Health Council of the 
city of Boston and said, there's no way you're 
going to do this to our kids. 

Now we have a third one. More than 
anything, we are right on the environmental 
justice piece. This is wrong. The last thing is 
that there is a bill that's coming before the 


legislature. We have a hearing in two weeks on 


the environmental justice bill. Oddly enough, it 


is the state of the law in Massachusetts that 
before EOEO approves major economic. development, 
they have an obligation under the current law to 


determine potential environmental impact on 
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animals and endangered species, wildlife, 
beaches, our waterways. Everything is in the 
list except people. This bill will add people to 
the mix. 

(Applause) 

If you have read articles this week in 
the paper, you know that there has been renewed 
negotiation over the Fan Pier development and 
over the height of the building, not because the 
public was opposed to it during that review 
process, but because the pilots say that they 
don't have enough to clear the height of the 
building, so they're going to reduce the height 
of the building for the pilots who are leaving, 
but not for the people who have to live there. 
Something's wrong, fundamentally wrong with this 
project. 

(Applause) 


REPRESENTATIVE MALIA: Thank you 


to the panel. I know this is hard to believe, 


but I will try to be brief. I'm State 
Representative Liz Malia, M-A-L-I-A. I represent 
the communities of Jamaica Plain, North 


Dorchester, Roslindale, and parts of Roxbury. 
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History is one of the things that comes to my 
mind that I think is very applicable at this 
point. For all of us who are policy shapers, 
policymakers, and for those of us who have been 
empowered with the decision-making capacity to 
pass final judgment on this particular piece of 
public policy which is whether or not to do this 
new runway. 

In the late '60s and early '70s, there 
was a tremendous amount of discussion about 
creating in my district something that was 
Supposed to be the greatest thing since sliced 
bread and that was the southwest corridor, and 
that was a 12-lane highway that would have cut 
through and totally split apart the communities 
that it traversed, Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, and it 
eventually ended up in Cambridge. 

There was tremendous feeling among the 
policymakers at that time who were doing 


transportation, this was a great thing, they were 


going to do it. People got lost in the process, 


and that's why we're here tonight, and in spite 
of the fact that it is very difficult for the 


people in this room I think to be able to express 
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themselves in such a compacted period of time on 
an issue that's so important, everyone who is 
here reflects and carries on the tradition of the 
group that became known as the People Before 
Highways. I'd like to suggest one of the things 
we can think about is that an important focus is 
people before runways. 

(Applause) 
(Inaudible) is that a Republican 
governor who had inherited and then helped to 
shape some of the policy that was behind this 


flawed transit piece got to a point where he was 


wise enough to see what was happening and stop 


the policy before it did any more damage. Damage 
had already been done at that point. We know 
that at this point in terms of public transit, in 
terms of what happens to the city of Boston and 
the state of Massachusetts, we have not done the 
kind of planning we need to be doing to provide a 
decent: system -of transportation; aur, rail, -and 
local public transit. We just haven't done it. 
It hasn't happened yet. 

This is one of the best times to start 


that process, not to find a quick Band-Aid 
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solution that's going to draw people's attention 
off to the side as if that was going to be the 
solution to any of our problems. What we need is 
our public officials and our administrators to 
get together and work with the community and 
develop a transportation policy in the year 2001 
and 2002 that gives us the capacity to expand 
business, to improve the quality of life for all 
our citizens. 

The last point I wanted to make is that 
I hear very often one of the questions that 
people bring up is that the business community 
opposes the community involvement at this point, 
and that they want the runway. I don't think 
that that is a fair assessment in terms of where 
we're going with public policy, where we're going 
with tax dollars. 

The best interests in my mind from what 
I can see, in my humble opinion the best 


interests of the state would be best served to 


have the business community, the communities, and 


the policymakers sit down and look at what's 
going to make this state and this city a 


maximumly accessible city that damages people the 
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commerce. JI think that's what we need to do. We 

have to stop this process of looking for a quick 

fix that we all know isn't going anywhere, and 

develop a policy that's going to give us some 

hope for the future. Thank you very much. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: I will ask everyone 
to indulge us. There are still some elected 
officials that want to speak and there are still 
some people left over from. 3, but I'm going. to 
ask your patience because now I'm going to 


recognize former Governor Michael Dukakis. 


MR. DUKAKIS: Thank you all very 
much. It's great to be here. 

MR. POREDA: I want to ask that 
you try to keep your remarks to three minutes. 

MR. DUKAKIS: I'm not sure I can 
do it in three, but I'll try to be as brief as I 


can, and I recognize the fact that there are a 


lot of people here and that you have been very 


patient. I raced back from an Amtrak board 
meeting in Washington for this meeting, and since 


I'm coming up from an Amtrak board meeting where 
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we've decided to add two additional high-speed 
trains on Sunday 

(Applause) 

that will give Sunday service, and 

by the end of this year, there will be 18 trains 
a day from Boston to New York. I must say in all 
sincerity, especially to those of you who have 
the hard decisions here in making judgments, that 
I thought we had killed this misbegotten plan 
many years ago. 

(Applause) 


In fact, many of us, including myself, 


felt so strongly about it that we decided to go 


to court and get a court decision. We did it for 
all of the reasons that you've heard from some 
very impressive, very good public officials 
because it was a Band-Aid solution then, it's a 
Band-Aid solution today, and it will subject the 
Surrounding communities to enormous stress, 
environmental degradation, and I think we all 
know that. 

So let me tell you what I think we 
ought to do if I can in if not three minutes, 


maybe four-and-a-half or five. First, if I 
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understand her correctly, the administrator of 
the FAA approximately a year ago said that she 
wanted to see a comprehensive regional 
transportation plan before she acted on this 
issue. There is no such plan, there is no such 
planning process. 

When I talk about a regional planning 
process, I'm talking about one that involves the 
six New England governors, their top 
transportation officials, staff, expertise, 
people, communities, a regional plan which 
recognizes that we have not one, not CWO; NOt 
three, but four regional airports all within 40 
OF 50 Miles: of the city of Boston. and of Logan, a 
plan which recognizes that we are in the process 
of embarking on the most important single 
transportation development in 50 years in New 
England and that is high-speed rail, a plan that 
recognizes that this year we will have rail 
service returning from Boston to Portland, a plan 


that recognizes that we should be extending rail 


service to the Cape, and in general building a 


first-class regional rail network. 


(Applause) 
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Here's another thing to bear in mind. 
One out of every three flights out of American 
airports today is for 350 miles or less. I want 
to repeat that. One out of every three flights 
out of American airports is for 350 miles or 
less. Those people ought to be on a first-class 
high-speed rail passenger train. 

(Applause) 

If they were, if they were, both in 
this part of the country and across the country, 
there would be no airport problem. There would 
be no airport problem. In fact, this isn't an 
airport problem, it's a river. Since World War 


Il, we have fought hundreds of bids for public 


dollars in the highways and airports, and 


virtually nothing in what is one of this 
country's and one of this region's greatest 
assets and that is our rail system. 

Here are some more numbers to think 
about. We spend today 33 billion federal dollars 
on highways every year. We spend 14 billion 
dollars on airports every year. We're spending 
361 million on Amtrak. In Europe, most of our 


allies and our friends spend approximately 25 
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percent of their national transportation budgets 
on rail. We are currently spending a half of 1 
percent. 

So quite obviously it seems to me that 
before we embark on this adventure, ill-advised 
as it is, that the first thing we need is a 
serious regional transportation planning effort, 
and unless somebody knows something I don't know, 
there not only is no such plan, there is no such 
effort. It's been approximately a year since 
Jane Garvey asked for it. 

Secondly, I would like to see the 


commonwealth and Massport supporting Amtrak as we 


build this regional rail system, and since by the 


end of the year we will have these 18 trains a 
day between Boston and New York, phasing up the 
Boston to New York air shuttle, there is 
absolutely no reason 
(Applause) 

there is absolutely no reason to 
have air shuttle service from Boston to New York 
and back again, 230 miles, terminating at the 
airport in New York which is responsible for 25 


percent of all of the delays at airports in the 
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United States, nor might I add does it make any 
sense at all to look at Hanscom as a possible 
alternative. When you've got a brand new 
railroad station just down the street with ample 
parking to get you to downtown New York in three 
hours, there's absolutely no reason to be urging 


air transportation from Hanscom to LaGuardia, and 


it would spare LaGuardia additional congestion. 


So what I would like to see, and I'd 
like Massport to be a part of this because I 
think it's an essential part of their strategy to 
deal with the kinds of problems that they have to 
work with us to develop particularly around the 
128 station extension shuttle services to the 
western suburbs so that the people in those 
western suburbs, without even driving to the 128 
station, can pick up a shuttle, get to the 
station, be in New York in three hours, and back 
again, and that would not only improve their 
quality of life and their transportation, it 
certainly would relieve Logan of a huge burden. 

There are two projects which would help 
enormously as well. One is the North-South 


Railway which would provide us with through 
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service through Boston to New York, and by the 
way, make it possible for people from the north 
to access high-speed service to New York, and 
both are important and both could be enormously 
helpful. 

Finally, let me say a word about what I 
found to be the most puzzling part of the 
executive summary of the Environmental Impact 
Report, and that is the whole issue of peak- 
pricing. Essentially, the executive summary at 
least dismisses it. There isn't a word about the 
fact that we implemented peak-pricing in the late 
"80s, and that within a matter of months, we went 
from 18th to second in on-time performance at 
major airports in the United States. 


What is even more puzzling about the 


executive summary is that if you go into the body 


of the report itself, what it tells you is that 
peak-pricing is more effective than the runway in 
reducing delays and congestion at Logan. 
(Applause) 
Now, as I think the panel knows and 
most of us know who were involved at that time, 


despite the dramatic success and improvement that 
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peak-pricing brought with it, there were some 
folks who were unhappy about it, they went to 
Washington. At that time, there was an 
administration that wasn't sympathetic to peak- 
pricing, and we were told, in effect, that we 
couldn't implement it despite these dramatic 
results. 

That is not the case today. We have a 
new secretary of transportation that is 
encouraging and urging major airports in the 
United States to adopt peak-pricing, and in the 
tight, of this: history, in the light of the 
findings of the report itself, I do not 
understand why the first thing we do is to 
implement peak-pricing before we even consider 
this runway. 

(Applause) 

I guarantee you that it will have the 
same dramatic results today that it had in the 
late 1980s. I hope you will consider these 
matters seriously. We can relieve Logan of a lot 


of its burdens and make it possible for it to do 


what it should do and must do and can do, and 


that is to handle longer-distance trips, and now 
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we can do so in the context of the inauguration 
at long last after 25 years of effort of a first- 
class high-speed rail service for the region, we 
can incorporate these regional airports 
including, by the way, Pease which nobody seems 
to talk about, which not only is there but has 
international as well as domestic Capacity, and 
that means connecting Boston by rail with each of 
those regional airports. 

There are efforts, as you know, to do 
that with T.F. Green, we've already connected 
Worcester and Boston, and there are ways to 
provide greater access there. We should extend 
rail to Manchester Airport, and we should 


seriously consider Pease as well. 


If we do all of these things, believe 


me, we will go a long way toward dealing with the 
problems of congestion at Logan, and we can do so 
in a way that is far more effective than this 
runway. Thanks for listening. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Thank you, Governor 
Dukakis, for keeping your remarks short. Now I'm 


going to give the unenviable position of 
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following the former governor to Representative 
Barrious from Cambridge. Following 
Representative Barrious I'm going to call Peter 
Koff. Is Representative Barrious here? Peter 
Koff. 

MR. KOFF: My name is Peter Koff. 
I'm the attorney for Airport, Inc. of East 
Boston, a community organization. We have come 
here tonight once again to bury this runway for 
hopefully the last time. 
(Applause) 

Runway 14-32 was first proposed by 
Massport in 1969. It was stopped cold by a 
Superior Court injunction in 1974. After an 


honest look at the merits of this runway was 


made, in 1976 a permanent injunction was agreed 


to by the city of Boston and Boston residents, by 
the town of Winthrop, by the Secretary of 
Environmental Affairs Beverly Murphy, by the 
Secretary of Transportation and Construction Fred 
Salvucci, and by Massport. They all agreed that 
there was no need for Runway 14-32. 

This agreement became the central part 


of Massport's 1976 master plan. Three years 
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later, former Governor Edward King made the first 
attempt to resurrect this runway. This overture 
was strongly rejected by Massport Executive 
Director David Davis with the support of this 
board, and at that time of the FAA after Massport 
made a thorough reevaluation of the possible need 
for the runway. 

Massport reached two sensible 
conclusions at that time. First, from a 
financial point of view, Massport did not want to 
make an investment on the scale of the runway 
unless its long-term utility were unquestioned, 
which it was; and second, that from an 
operational point of view, Runway 14-32, quote, 
would prove nearly valueless. These conclusions 
were reaffirmed at Massport's July '93 EIR and 
are still valid today. 

Contrary to its own past policy, 
Massport leadership has tried a new spin to 


reincarnate Runway 14-32 as the goddess of delay 


reduction, but the Final EIR and Supplemental 


Draft BIS does not contain a credible analysis of 
the causes of delay and the effectiveness of 


alternative remedies for reducing delays 
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including peak-period pricing and demand 
management techniques. 

Massport has also failed to show that 
it has any need for a runway which the growing 
fleet of regional jets cannot use. We now appeal 
to Secretary Durand as the steward of 
Massachusetts departmental policy, as the 
ultimate decision-maker, and as the successor 
plaintiff in the 1970s litigation to reject 
Massport's Final EIR as inadequate, and we have a 
similar note for FAA Administrator Jane Garvey 
because the impacts of this runway have not been 
properly evaluated, the communities surrounding 


the airport have not been given fair 


consideration. More pavement is not the answer 


at Logan. Creative use of existing terminal, 
gate, ground, and airspace resources are. Thank 
you. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: I will now recognize 
four members from the Boston City Council, 
President Yancey, Councilor Davis-Mullen, 
Councilor Roache, and Councilor Murphy. As 


always, Councilors, please keep your remarks 
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT YANCEY: Thank 
you very much. First of all, I'd like to thank 
Massport and the FAA for hosting this particular 
hearing, and say that we do not need an 
additional runway to choke the city of Boston or 
SurEOLK County. 

(Applause) 

While this issue has been very positive 
in the sense that it has managed to unify many 
communities throughout the Greater Boston area, 
it certainly has unified the Boston City Council 


and the executive and legislative branch of the 


city government. We all stand solidly opposed to 


A Ee ae 
(Applause) 

I happen to represent 70,000 people who 
live in Dorchester, Mattapan, and a small portion 
of Hyde Park, and many of you recall just perhaps 
a decade ago when a plane fell from the sky along 
the road in Mattapan. It had nothing to do with 
the issue we're discussing today except the fact 
and the reality that the airport does, in fact, 


impact on Mattapan and Dorchester and Hyde Park 
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ay as well as Roxbury, and that's why we find common 
cause with the people of Winthrop, with the 
people of East Boston, with the people of South 
Boston, and the people in this region. 

So to close my remarks because I look 
forward to hearing from my colleagues in 
government, since I am president of the Boston 
City Council and I'm used to doing this, and that 
is I'd like to hear from you. All those who 
Support the runway say aye. All those opposed, 
Stand and say nay. Thank you very much. 

COUNCILOR ROACHE: Mr. Chairman, 


thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen, in 


February of 1999, I was at Jeffries Point in East 


Boston, and I listened very carefully and 


Massport was there. For about two hours, all I 
could hear about was people who had relatives who 
died prematurely. In some family cases, two or 
three members of the family gone. Cancer, many 
families suffering with respiratory ailments, 
particularly asthma, as Senator Wilkerson pointed 
out, so I'm very, very happy tonight that a lot 
of speakers were dealing with the public health 


issue because that's important. 
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Some residents that night were 
literally shaking and jittery because of the 
noise. Others, particularly seniors, were 
hysterical and crying. There's a lot of pain out 
there, so I'm going to quickly say this. 
Attorney General Richard Thornburgh in 1988 said 
every American, every single American, has a 
Civil right, and the most important civil right 
was to be free from violence and crime. However, 
I've come to believe if what's going on today in 
this city and all over America in terms of 


environmental justice and how folks are finally 


getting it -- I stand corrected -- I'm finally 


getting it, and I thank you for educating 
yourselves about what's happening to our children 
and to our seniors. 

But what we've got to do now is say to 
ourselves, let's make what everybody knows, 
particularly the people here and all over this 
commonwealth and all across the country, that the 
most important civil right is for every parent to 
make sure that their children have the civil 


right to be free from asthma, free from 
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respiratory ailments, and that grandparents don't 
die prematurely; in other words, folks, progress 
shouldn't be about money, progress should be 
about making sure that America is healthy and 
strong. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

COUNCILOR MURPHY: Good evening, 
everybody. I'm Boston City Councilor-At-Large 
Stephen Murphy, and I represent East Boston, 
Charlestown, the North End, and the entire city 
of Boston, and I'm here with my colleagues in 
government to stand for the people that we 
represent. What you've seen over the course of 
the last two years, in my opinion, has been class 
warfare waged at the city and the poor by the 
rich and the people who live outside. 

(Applause) 


It has culminated in this process, and 


we really haven't had a real process, and we 


really haven't been heard. I can tell you as 
Vice Chair of the City Council's Committee on 
Transportation we've held two hearings, one in 
1999 and one just recently, and we had in the 


course of those two hearings 146 people testify. 
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Eleven hundred people showed up, but 146 people 
testified, and two, two of those people were in 
favor of the new runway. One was the Chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce in the city who lives in 
Weston. The other one was the President of the 
Baggage Handlers Union who was looking for more 
overtime. 

But we've been ignored. We've been 


ignored collectively and individually, as elected 


officials and as the public up until this point, 


and we're hoping Secretary Durand will listen. 

He listened to us on the harbor plan, and we were 
grateful to him for scaling that back a few 
months ago, and we're hoping he'll listen here 
today. 

Sixty-eight percent -- Peter Blute 
showed up at our first hearing as Director of 
Massport, and confirmed that 68 percent of the 
air traffic that goes in and out of Logan 
originates from outside of Route 128, outside, 
more than two-thirds from outside Route 128. 
That fact has somehow disappeared since he made 
that statement. But remember, 68 percent are 


outside. 
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We've got T.F. Green, we've got 
Hanscom, we've got Pease Air Force Base, we've 
got Worcester. Massport doesn't seem to want to 
have a regional solution. Maybe they don't know 
how to do it. 

(Applause) 

I would suggest a short trip by rail 
maybe to New York where there are three regional 
airports within about 30 miles of each other that 
the Port Authority operates, and they seem to 
operate better than we operate our one. Or if 
they want to go another 200 miles further south, 
there are three regional airports, Dulles, BWI, 
and Reagan National in Washington. Why not that 
for us? Why not that for us? 

(Applause) 

One final point. I always used to say, 

you know, maybe they should elect judges or at 


least have them stand for re-election and not be 


appointed for life. This is the danger in these 


so-called authorities, these shadow governments. 
You can't get at them. You can get at the 
elected officials every couple of years, but you 


can't really get at these people. 
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(Applause) 

And you know something? We can get at 
them. We're trying to give them the message. 
They don't seem to get it, but you know what? In 
November of 2002, if they don't get it, they're 
going to get it. Thank you very much. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Thank you, gentlemen. 
We got started a little bit late so I'm going to 
try to keep on plodding through here, and I know 
some people have been waiting from this afternoon 
and they've been very patient. I'm going to call 
one of those people who's been waiting a long 
time before I get to the mayor of Revere. I hope 
you don't mind, Mr. Mayor. Is there somebody 
from the Chelsea Green Space who signed up? Sir, 
it's your opportunity. Please spell your name 


because I can't read your handwriting. 


MR. PRESKY: It didn't say to 


print so I wrote. I'm Dave Presky. I ama 
member of Chelsea Green Space and Recreation, the 
Chelsea Human Service Collaborating Board, and 
the Chelsea Community School Board, and I live in 


Chelsea directly under a main flight path, and I 
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have the wonderful world of Sunday mornings every 
fourth week waking up at 6 o'clock listening to 
the planes going overhead. 

Massport tells me that if everything 
goes well for them and 14-32 becomes a reality, 
I'll have that pleasure every Sunday morning 
because planes will go (inaudible). What 
particularly galls me is when I look at your 
wonderful four-color brochure that's called 


Summary Reports or Budget Reports, they're very 


expensive, and I look at them and I say, garbage 


in, garbage out. 
(Applause) 

I look at contours of sound levels 
around the airport, and Chelsea's not in the 
peaks, and yet I have a decibel meter at my 
house, very easy to work, it's battery operated, 
you flip a switch, it's on, and it says I got 70 
decibels, and Massport tells me I got 60. How do 
they know? Where's their meter? Well, they 
haven't had one in Chelsea for many years. It's 
a guess. It's a computer guess based on a 
theoretical computer model with absolutely no 


basis in reality. 
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I also don't like the half truths and 
lies like this morning on the radio when the head 
of Massport said, Massport is going to spend 
millions of dollars on mitigation and 
soundproofing. No, no, no, no. The taxpayers 
will spend millions of dollars on mitigation and 
soundproofing. 

(Applause) 

See, Logan Airport doesn't have any 
money of its own, it doesn't pay property taxes. 
The FAA gives Logan some money which they then 
give to people to put soundproofing in their 
homes. In effect, we are paying for our own 


mitigation instead of the airlines and the 


airport paying for it as the nuisance they are. 


(Applause) 

Again, garbage in, garbage out. That's 
all I've been hearing from Massport for about the 
last four years. Why don't they use regular 
sound level meters? Well, according to a 
Massport spokesman, you can't tell the difference 
between a 747 and an 18-wheeler truck. I don't 
know when the last time an 18-wheeler truck 


landed at Logan, but if it did, whoever let it 
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land should be fired. 

MR. PORBDA: Please wrap it up. 

MR. PRESKY: I'm done. Thank you. 

MR. POREDA: Next up is Mayor Tom 
Ambrosino from Revere. Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for 
your patience. 

MAYOR AMBROSINO: Thank you very 
much. I'm Tom Ambrosino. I'm the mayor of 
Revere. I'm here with two city councilors, 
former mayor and now City Councilor George 
Callella, and City Councilor John Powers. We're 
here tonight representing the entire official 


city of Revere, and charged with a difficult task 


I guess in three minutes of presenting the 
position of the city. 

As I thought about this week and 
perused this enormous tome that's been presented, 
and tried to figure out how I could on behalf of 


the city respond to the facts and scientific data 


that Massport has put together to support this 


preferred alternative, it finally dawned on me as 
I was going through it that this whole submission 
really misses the point, that the whole essence 


of this preferred alternative, this runway 
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expansion, is to insure that Massport can gain 
this capacity of 120 operations per hour, as if 
there's this excess capacity out there that is 
there to be gained. 

What Massport is missing is that for 
neighbors, for constituents, for communities that 
surround it like Revere and Everett and Chelsea 
and East Boston and South Boston, we've long- 
Since reached our capacity. We've long-since 
reached our capacity. 

(Applause) 

In fact, we're far beyond our capacity 
to deal with the pollution that emanates from 
Logan Airport. We're beyond our capacity to deal 
with the noise emanating from jets over our 
homes. We're long beyond our capacity to deal 


with the truck traffic and the car traffic that 


rumbles through our city day and night on its way 


to Logan Airport. 
(Applause) 
And you know, what's most troublesome 
to me, and I'm sure a lot of you, is that when 
anyone stands at a microphone like this and 


states a case against this runway, we're accused 
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of being anti-business or unenlightened or 
somehow unintelligent about what's really 
happened, and that's not true at all. In fact, 
we're sympathetic to Massport's problems. None 
of us want or like the fact that there are 
enormous delays at Logan, and we'd like to help 
in solving that problem. 

What we don't like is the fact that 
Massport is shoving down our throats its solution 
to the problem without careful study of the other 
solutions out there that do exist to these 
delays. Some of them, as Representative Rushing 
said, haven't even been studied, weren't even 
pursued at this level. Others have been studied. 
I'm flipping through this book this week and I'm 
coming across a table in the back buried in one 
of the appendixes which shows that one of the 


alternatives that doesn't involve a runway under 


certain scenarios in 2010 actually provides 


better delay reduction than the preferred 
alternative runway approach. 

I think what I'd like Secretary Durand 
and Jane Garvey to do is to respond to this by 


asking Massport to continue to investigate these 
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other alternatives to delay, and to do it ina 
way that takes into account the enormous burden 
that Massport and Logan imposes on its neighbors, 
and to do it in a way that also deals with some 
of the other problems that we have, and to do 
things like Secretary Durand suggests in studying 
a waiver from the FAA so that Massport can 
restrict nighttime flights of Stage 3 aircraft. 

(Applause) 

To do it in a way as Secretary Durand 
again suggests of extending the soundproofing 
contour to 60 decibels rather than relying on the 
federal requirement of 65, so that people at 60 
decibels can get some relief. If it's done in 
that way, then I think finally Massport would 
have a relationship with some of its neighbors of 
trust and compromise and good feeling rather than 


the relationship it now has of fear and deception 


which right now prevails out there not only 


between Massport and Revere, but between Massport 
and all of its neighbors. 

I would hope that Secretary Durand and 
the FAA would reject this preferred alternative, 


and instead focus on some of the other available 
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Thank you very much. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Before I recognize 
city councilors from Chelsea and Everett, is 
Joanne O'Hara still here? All right. Councilor 
Wayne Mutewsky, and Councilors Nowicki and 
Bennett from Chelsea. 

COUNCILOR MUTEWSKY: Thank you to 
the moderator. My name is Wayne Mutewsky. I've 
served on thé Caty Council.im Everett-for 23 
years. The last three years, my phone rings off 
the hook every weekend with complaints. The 


present level of noise that we get in Everett is 


unacceptable now, let alone when this new runway 


comes in, and I don't know if anybody knows it, 
but they have a complaint hotline that they 
conveniently changed the number about four months 
ago for the convenience of the people that live 
near the airport. They changed it from 567 to 
561. For our convenience? What was that all 
about? 

(Applause) 


Another thing, I've been all over the 
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State on this issue, South Boston, East Boston, 
Charlestown. I don't know anybody in favor of 
this program other than Virginia Buckingham and 
Jane Swift and the travel agent from Lowell. 
(Applause) 

We had a rally last week in the city of 

Everett. We collected hundreds of signatures 


from the people of Everett that are being 


impacted, Mr. Chairman, terribly right now. I 


mean, enough is enough. Give us a break. 
(Applause) 
I don't know who to give this to, but 
- this is for Mr. Durand from the mayor of Everett. 
| Mayor David Ragucci has asked me to tell you 
people to keep the good fight going. The city of 
Everett is with you a hundred percent. Keep the 
phone calls coming. And another thing, don't 
forget to call Kennedy. I called him today. My 
neighbors are here from Everett. I want to thank 
you for coming with us. Thank you all very much. 
(Applause) 
COUNCILOR NOWICKI: Good evening, 
ladies and gentlemen, members of the board, and 


you, Mr. Chairman. Paul Nowicki, N-O-W-I-C-K-I, 
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Chelsea, Mass. City Councilor in Chelsea for the 
last ten years. I too first of all want to 
recognize the residents and the members of 
Chelsea Green Space who worked so hard to come 
together in this battle, and also recognize the 
great leadership of Congressman Capuano and our 
State Representative Eugene O'Flaherty. 

(Applause) 

Here in Chelsea, we've had a 
relationship with Massport for decades and it has 
not been a good relationship. The reason why it 
has not been is because there's been a 
credibility problem from day one, and there is 
nothing in this report that changes that 
credibility problem. The statistics are 


inaccurate. I just want to deal with three 


issues of environmental justice or injustice, 


health concerns, and the quality of life. 

Nowhere in this study, I don't see it, 
where it states 25 percent of Chelsea's 
population is at the poverty level. Nowhere does 
it state that we have a 2 percent higher 
unemployment rate than the state average. 


Nowhere does it state that the average income per 
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capita is around $11,000. Nowhere does it state 
that. Nowhere does it state that the majority, 


overwhelming majority of our community is 


minority. Chelsea is a first-class example if 


this is passed of environmental injustice. 
(Applause) 

In health concerns, nowhere in that 
report did I see where in a report that came out 
this past fall from the Massachusetts Public 
Health Department where it stated Chelsea had 
over 700 cases of cancer. We have 66 percent 
higher rate of lung cancer than the state average 
in the city of Chelsea. I didn't see that in 
that report, nor does it state in that report of 
the high rate of respiratory illnesses, the 
highest in the region, nor does it state in 
report how more planes over our heads, more 


trucks and cars and vans riding through our 


streets of Chelsea are going to improve our 


severe health problems in our community. 
(Applause) 
There is no other community that has 
picked itself up from its bootstraps to try to 


rebuild its image and itself. We have invested 
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15 million dollars in our infrastructure, roughly 
S million in three districts. The three 
districts, the councilor from District A will 
talk about Admiral's Hill which the cars, the 
vans, and the trucks use as a shortcut running 
through our neighborhood to get to the airport 
because of the big mess that Weld and Celucci and 
Swift have created with the Big Dig. 

(Applause) 

We've also spent a half a million 
dollars on our parks, parks that are in direct 
line of these airplanes. So all the 
soundproofing in the world is not going to allow 
our kids to have a healthy future when they're 
outside playing in our parks. 

(Applause) 
The city of Chelsea has been through a 


lot, and we will continue to fight this battle 


with our brothers and sisters of Boston, Revere, 


Winthrop, Everett, and the surrounding 
communities because there is truly an 
environmental injustice. There are severe health 
concerns. These are facts. This is not 


propaganda which that report is. 
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And we respectfully request that we 
look at alternatives as others have said, 
implement peak-pricing, and come back to the 
residents of the surrounding communities of 
Boston with a comprehensive transportation 
regional plan before this is even considered. 

(Applause) 
COUNCILOR BENNETT: Rochelle 

Bennett, Chelsea, Mass., District 8 Councilor. 
I'm going to try to limit my comments because I 
don't want to reiterate what everybody else has 
said, but I do want to stress the health impact 
not only in the city of Chelsea but all of the 
Surrounding communities of the airport. 

When I moved into District 8, I noticed 
that we really did have quite an impact, an 
environmental impact, from the salt piles that 
Massport had, that the city of Chelsea had, the 


trucking that comes off the bridge, cars that are 


sitting on the bridge in traffic in the morning 


over Chelsea and Charlestown, and the airport. 
I couldn't believe that one district 


could have such a huge impact on health issues. 
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You know, I sat in on the Boston City Council 
meetings. Car-pooling, you've all heard of car- 
pooling. Well, we're now car-pooling in my 
district for radiation treatments. There's a lot 
of cancer in that area. If I told you that in 
the surrounding three streets there are at least 
15 cases of various types of cancer, and these 
are all people that have lived there within the 
last ten years. 


It's amazing because we all came to 


that feeling around the same time. When I spoke 


here, not in this particular room, but when I 
spoke at your last hearing, my hair was just 
starting to grow back in. You need to do 
something to protect the residents of the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

(Applause) 

I do not understand how state agencies 
that should be protecting the residents of the 
commonwealth are not doing their job. When you 
have an agency such as Massport that is self- 
regulating, that can take taxpayer money and 
start to build a runway before they even get 


approvals, or use taxpayer money to put out 
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publicity to try and get support for this runway, 
it's appalling. It really is appalling. 

(Applause) 

I know you people have a decision to 
make, but I have to tell you, if I was in your 
place and I had to decide who came first, the 
business community or the residents and taxpayers 
of this commonwealth, I certainly would support 
the residents and taxpayers of this commonwealth. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: We're going to try 
and get through a few more people before we take 
a short break for the reporter's benefit. Is 
Jerry Falbo still here? After Mr. Falbo, we'll 
hear from William White from the Somerville Board 
of Alderman. 

MR. FALBO: Good evening, ladies 


and gentlemen, Massport, and MEPA. This evening 


I'm representing the Winthrop Airport Committee 


and the Board of Selectmen who unfortunately are 
engaged in some delicate issues on financing and 
couldn't make it this evening. 


What I did is in order to not duplicate 


what was going on here this evening, I attempted 
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to make a comparison from Secretary Durand's 
certificate that he issued in May of '99, which 
actually SDEIS accomplished. (Inaudible) several 
times in the last few years in the same position, 
I talk, you listen, which is good. I would 
suspect that you and the secretary must have 
spent time together scratching your heads when 
you reviewed the SDEIS. 

Briefly, the members of Winthrop 
Airport and the Board of Selectmen are opposing 
the construction of the (inaudible) that the 
damage to the environment to the cities and towns 
far outweighs the temporary reduction in flight 
delays at Logan International Airport. 

Let me go through a few points. First 
of all, in Secretary Durand's certificate, Page 
34, urges Massport to produce a significant plan 
to include ground access to Logan. Result? 
Massport conducted it in the SDEIS. Page 8, 11, 


12 of the certificate, the secretary clearly 


stated in 1999, implementing peak-period pricing, 


PPP, leads to greater delay reduction benefits 
equaling or exceeding those accomplished by 


Runway 14-32. 
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How did Massport respond? Peak-period 
pricing is not a recommended part of the 
preferred alternative. We'll consider it in the 
future. 

MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 
MR. FALBO: Allow me two more 


minutes because I'm representing the Board of 


Selectmen also. They're not here tonight. 


Secretary Durand asked Massport to develop a 
system of charging fees that would reward 
airplanes with lower charges. Nothing's been 
done. A couple of weeks ago, Massport announces 
that it's going to tax the airlines in order to 
use the money (inaudible) toxic emissions from 
everything else at the airport. So the airplanes 
are being charged so they have the opportunity to 
continue to fly airplanes. 

MR. POREDA: Thank you, Mr. Falbo. 

MR. FALBO: I have one more point. 


MR. POREDA: One more quick point, 


MR. FALBO: The secretary stated 
that the EIR cannot be viewed in isolation. The 


overall plan impacts us all and, in fact, what 
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Massport did, they only counted on the cumulative 
effect of the project: to the city: “My final 
remark is this. 

MR. POREDA: You can submit them 
in the box and they will be part of the record. 

MR. FALBO: (Inaudible) I suggest 
that Secretary Durand answer one question. Who 
is the guardian of the environment in the 
commonwealth, the secretary or Massport? 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Next to speak is 
William White from the Somerville Board of 
Alderman. Thank you for your patience. 

ALDERMAN WHITE: Thank you very 
much. Basically Massport has been able to do 
something that's very rare in Somerville's local 
history, and that is to unite the Somerville 
Board of Alderman. 

(Applause) 


ALDERMAN WHITE: Together we stand 


in opposition to this runway expansion. My 


purpose here is to basically comment on some of 
Massport's comments to my letter that I submitted 


previously which is, for the record, Letter 59. 
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Basically I think everybody here knows where 
Somerville is, but Massport doesn't. We are four 
miles from the end of Runway 33-L, but yet there 
are no noise monitors in the city of Somerville. 

We had at least a couple of these 
people at a public hearing in Somerville over two 
years ago. We questioned how valid any 
environmental report that does not have real 
data, and they said, well, they rely on 
computers. I then indicated, wait a minute, we 
have seven hills in the city of Somerville, and 
some of those hills are located in such a way 
that when aircraft fly over in the wintertime, 
the vibration is strong enough to cause snow to 
fall from the roof. Massport said, well, we're 
working on some computer programs. 


So in my mind, for a city of 80,000 


people located four miles from the end of Runway 


33-L, for purposes of both federal and state MEPA 
requirements, right there it is inadequate 
because it fails to address the existing 
environmental conditions, and the conditions are 
bad. 


(Applause) 
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That's something that an environmental 
study should do. It should say what are the 
current effects of the airport. In Somerville, 
we suffer severe overflights on weekend mornings, 
evenings, nights, and the following mornings 
depending on wind configuration. I have had 
people call me up, mothers crying because their 
children can't get a good night's sleep. 

We have people who work during the week 
who are trying to sleep on Saturday mornings. 
That is an environmental consequence that should 
be addressed in any MEPA study. 

(Applause) 


It should say, what are the effects 


going to be. Again, on a personal basis, looking 


at people, how many sleepless nights are we going 
to face because of the runway expansion? What is 
it going to do for recreational purposes? What 
is it going to do for health purposes? None of 
those have been addressed. Keep in mind, the 
reason why you have the Environment Impact Act is 
to measure the impacts of things on people and 
their quality of life, and I cannot think of 


anything more destructive than this proposal. 
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It's like they don't care. 
(Applause) 

I hear these people at public hearings 
express this, and you read their report which 
should address it, and it doesn't. Then finally, 
the last thing I want to comment on is the 65 
decibel level. They feel that somehow 
(anaudible). It"s: not part of ‘the: Ten 
Commandments. I mean, think about it for a 


minute. People can't sleep because you have 


aircraft over from 10 until midnight, and then it 


starts at 6 and goes to 8. That's four hours of 
solid air traffic. That's not going to measure 
65 decibel levels on their average weight, but 
yet the people who live through that are going to 
suffer hours and hours and days and days of 
sleepless nights. 

(Applause) 

I would say to Mr. Pugsley and to MEPA 
that I don't think that 65 decibel level should 
really matter under the obligations to be made. 
I want you to think about something. Let's 
assume for a minute somebody wanted to cut an 


exit off of the Mass. Pike out in Wellesley, for 
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instance, to build a factory, so they needed a 
MEPA permit, and they said, well, this is what 
we're going to do. Even though we're going to 
have an incredible amount of noise and the people 
can't sleep or anything, what we're going to do 
is this. We're going to maybe soundproof some of 
the homes that are around 65 decibels, but 
everybody else, well, it doesn't matter. They're 
going to have to suffer. I think MEPA would 
throw those people out the door. 

(Applause) 
You've seen now all the public 

officials standing back-to-back on this. You've 


seen the people. For administrative agencies to 


allow something like this I think weakens 


people's confidence in government. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Thank you, Mr. White. 
MR. WHITE: In Somerville, we've 
already passed a resolution authorizing the mayor 
to join the city of Boston in any legal action 
that may be brought 
(Applause) 


MR. POREDA: Bob Driscoll, please, 
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and then he'll be followed by Lenny Alkins. 

MR. DRISCOLL: My name is Bob 
Driscoll. I'm the Vice Chairman of the Winthrop 
Noise Air Pollution and Hazards Committee. A 
short 5,000-foot runway, a 9,000-foot centerfield 
taxiway, and provisions to reduce the minimums on 
four of the six runways, that would reduce 
delays, alleviate congestion of Logan, and also 
improve the environmental health of the 
neighborhood communities. Now, that's what 
Massport and those who support the operation of 


expansion of Logan Airport are trying to tell us, 


and they want the MEPA people to accept that. 


But let's look at their record and 
compare it to their claims. It's all in 
Massport's own documents. A careful examination 
disproves the Massport rhetoric. Now, I'm sure 
that you're all familiar with Philadelphia's 
9,000-foot runway, Delta's response to Atlanta's 
9,000 foot runway, and over a year-and-a-half 
ago, the president of the Regional Airline 
Association stated that the 5,000-foot runway 
would be unlikely to accommodate regional jets, 


adding that they need 6,000 feet to take off and 
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Logan of course is (inaudible), and our 
own Massport director was quoted in the Boston 
Herald back on January 21st of the year 2000, not 
two months ago, in fact in 2000, as stating that 
Logan officials knew that it would not be able to 
handle many regional jet operations on the new 
runway when they did computer modeling to 
determine how much traffic it could handle. 

Now, I'd like to speak directly to the 
Massachusetts Environmental Protection Agency. 
You have a responsibility, you have a mandate, to 


protect our environment, but yet as we gather 


here tonight to debate once again the proposal by 


Massport, Logan Airport tonight right here as 
we're here tonight, Logan Airport is one of the 
biggest polluters in the entire commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 

MR. DRISCOLL: I haven't spoken 
yet for three minutes, sir. Your documents as 
well as the EPA's documents have identified Logan 


as one of our worst polluters. This factor is 
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recognized by the Boston Globe on the front page 


lead article on March 10th, followed by an 


editorial two weeks later in which they suggested 


that we should all wait until the state does a 
health study to determine just what's going on. 

Now, that health study the state is 
doing was initiated by a smaller health study 
that Massport tried to ignore and referred to as 
pseudo-science. The state Department of Public 
Health didn't agree with Massport, and now more 
studies will be conducted. 

The Boston-based Toxic Action Center 
every year gives out 12 so-called dirty dozen 
awards to the worst polluters in the 
commonwealth. Massport received one 16 months 
ago, and so far has refused to even acknowledge 
that they were cited. So again, to MEPA, it's up 
to you folks. You have a responsibility. More 
importantly, you have a great opportunity to stop 
a dangerous expansion at one of the smallest and 
most congested airports in the country, and make 
our state and federal officials take serious 
regionalization action, and at the same time, 


protect the health of hundreds of thousands of 
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your fellow citizens. 

MR. POREDA: Thank you, Mr. 
Driscoll. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Next we'll have Lenny 
Alkins, followed by Charles Mason. 

MR. ALKINS: Good evening. My 
name is Leonard Alkins. I'm the president of the 
NAACP in Boston. I am here tonight to support 
the residents of the communities that are 
impacted by this injustice. This is truly 
environmental injustice. 

(Applause) 


The NAACP respectfully objects to the 


building of Runway 14-32 by Massport and the FAA 


administration. We strongly recommend and urge 
the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs to 
reject the Supplemental Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement and the Final Environmental 
Impact Report. 

The document has failed to exhaust the 
compelling environmental issues that impact the 
communities of the South End, Roxbury, 


Dorchester, and Mattapan, not to mention the 
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metropolitan Boston area. The facts and 
forecasts cited in support of the new suggested 
runway already proposed in the 1970s are at best 
disputable and disingenuous. 

The building of Runway 14-32 will lead 
to an increased use of Runway 27 which will have 
a serious environmental and health impact on the 
communities of the South End, Roxbury, 
Dorchester, and Mattapan as well as other 
communities that abut these areas. The current 
turbojet departure flight paths of this runway 
are already exacting a terrible toll on our 
communities. These flight paths are 
discriminatory in their design, and their impact 
on surrounding populations has been glossed over 
in the Supplemental Draft and Final Environmental 
Impact Report. 

An independent, full-scale assessment 
of the consequences of adding an additional 


runway must be undertaken to dispel the 


perception of a conflict of interest that already 


exists from Massport and the FAA submitting this 


EIR. 


(Applause) 
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MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 

MR. ALKINS: The growths projected 
presented by Massport and the Federal Aviation 
Administration are unreliable. There needs to be 
an evaluation by an independent body free of the 
perception of an inherent conflict of interest. 
The request for an impartial, independent 
assessment and evaluation is essential to the 
credibility of this process. 

Finally, true regional airports in New 

England have to be allowed to offer services at 
all segments of the aviation market. In 
particular, Manchester, New Hampshire and T.F. 
Green in Providence, Rhode Island should be 
encouraged to develop service for far-away 
destinations domestic and abroad. The days of 
service from Providence, Rhode Island to Paris, 
France and Manchester, New Hampshire to Milan, 
Italy must be (inaudible). 


It is for all of these reasons above 


that the NAACP Boston Branch sincerely recommends 


and strongly urges that you delay the permit to 
build Runway 14-32 at Boston's Logan Airport. 


The residents of the South End, Roxbury, 
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Dorchester, Mattapan, as well as Boston's 
metropolitan area deserves a better quality of 
life than that which is being proposed by 
Massport and the FAA. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Thank you, Mr. 
Alkins. We're going to hear from two more people 


before we take a break, Charles Mason and then 


Phil Lemnios from the town of Hull. 


MR. TARDIF: My name is John 

Tardif; T-A-R-D-I<=F, of Winthrop. I'm the voice 
of Mr. Mason who is partially speech-impaired. 
I'm speaking on his behalf and on behalf of 
Winthrop tonight because we hear capacity, 
Capacity, and capacity. Capacity does not 
fulfill -our quality. of life and for our péeéple to 
live in a quiet, peaceful existence. 

Every time that we have met with 
Massport, they have indicated to us, even in 
direct question and answer conferences, that no, 
it will not increase the plane capacity, it will 
not increase the planes. There will be no 
increase. Those lies, deceptions, you can 


(Applause) 
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They are the greatest polluter. We are 
told that more planes will be quieter because 
there will be less taxi time. More planes, less 
taxi time, this is a logic for less toxins in the 
air, less emphysema, less respiratory ailments. 
What logic is that, and how can you as appointed 
officials with backgrounds in aviation, how can 
you accept this junk science over the people's 
voices? 
(Applause) 
In 1974 when the injunction was about 
to be levied, there were 560,000 flights, 200,000 
flights for 1974 -- correction -- 565,000 flights 
today. Build a new runway, and the capacity will 
multiply threefold. There will be 960,000 
flights over our air paths. Is this a remedy 
that the injunction was expected to provide as 
the governor has indicated? 


An injunction indicates irreparable 


harm. It was unanimously agreed to have the 


document in front of me signed in 1976 with the 
Signature of Massport's full assent. 
(Applause) 


No runway (inaudible) at Logan Airport. 
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Mr. Chairman, the blind leading the blind. I 
don't mean to emphasize a poor citizen like this, 
but in this case, my apologies to the sight- 
impaired. We invite you, the blind, to one of 
our (inaudible). Come, stay an hour, close your 
eyes, listen to the sound. That's the 65 
decibels. Smell the wonderful air from the 
toxins. Use your own good common sense to 
(inaudible) the substance of this report as 
detrimental. We want our quality of life back. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Phil Lemnios from the 
town of Hull. 

MR. LEMNIOS: Thank you very much. 
My name is Phil Lemnios. I'm the town manager 
for the town of Hull. I'm here this evening 
representing the Board of Selectmen and the 
citizens of Hull. As a public official, I find 
this to be a fascinating process because here we 


have a situation where just about every elected 


official in eastern Massachusetts save a governor 


who's no longer our governor, two governors who 
are no longer our governor, are in opposition to 


this runway, and yet we have our own public 
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agency who seems to be more willing to put forth 
a proposal to the business communities they 
address as opposed to the constituents they're 
supposed to be serving, the people of 
Massachusetts. 

(Applause) 
(Inaudible) versus the small town of 
Hull to take the very, very valuable tax dollars 
to fund a legal defense fund against this 
atrocity. We could be spending it on books, but 
of course the kids couldn't hear their teachers 
anyway because the planes are right over the high 


school, so we really need to come to a solution 


here where we perhaps make Massport actually 


accountable to the citizens of Massachusetts and 
not just the business interests of Massachusetts. 
(Applause) 

The elected officials of Massachusetts 
who represent those citizens are elected by those 
citizens to represent the citizens as well as 
business interests, and the elected officials 
have chosen to indicate to Massport and to the 
FAA that this is really not a viable proposal to 


improve the quality of life. And that's the main 
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function of government, isn't it, to improve all 
of our quality of life? 

So from MEPA's point of view, we've 
heard a wide-ranging variety of maladies that 
this report has in terms of technical flaw, in 


terms of absence of important data, and we would 


implore Secretary Durand to do the right thing 


which is to take the report and say it's 
critically flawed, and send it back to the 
drawing board. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: We're going to take a 
15-minute break. We'll reconvene at 10 minutes 
past 9. Off the record. 

(Break from 8:55 to 9:10) 

MR. POREDA: We're back on the 
record. It's 10 past 9. We'll start with Kevin 
Godbout, and we'll follow him with Linda Godbout. 
Is Kevin Godbout in the audience? How about 
Linda Godbout? All right. Stephen Anzeloni, and 
we'll follow him with Brian Dumser. This bodes 
well for us. Gail Miller. 

MS. MILLER: I'm not here because 


I can really add much to the dialogue that's gone 
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on before, but I am here speaking for my 
neighbors in the Orient Heights section of East 
Boston, some of whom are widows and widowers. Of 
my neighbors that I personally know -- I sort of 
sound like a repeat of the woman from Chelsea -- 
but of the ones I personally know, almost next 
door, we have two breast cancers, three brain 
tumors, two lung cancers, two prostate cancers, 
one bone cancer, one Lou Gehrig's Disease. 

There are seven cases of Lou Gehrig's 
Disease, which is quite compelling, in East 
Boston and Winthrop, and that's about 50,000 
people. Lou Gehrig's Disease pretty much comes 


about in a population of two in 100,000, so 


clearly there is something that's way off the 


charts with Lou Gehrig's Disease alone. 

So what I'd like to say first off, too, 
apart from my comment about representing my 
neighbors is your selection of this location. 
Obviously you know, and it's been said before, 
I'm pretty frustrated on behalf of my neighbors 
and friends and my community and other 
communities that we can't all get here, so I 


appeal to you for other meetings in other 
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communities to make it more accessible. 
(Applause) 

I feel that you really don't extend 
yourselves so that we can meet and have this 
dialogue because your mission is all about 
deceit, greed, and egocentricity. What's good 
for Massport is good for Massport only and its 
flying public, not the neighbors it impacts of 
Winthrop, East Boston, Chelsea, Revere, 
Charlestown, downtown, Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, 
south Boston, and all the other 27 cities and 
towns that make up your Citizens Advisory Group, 
Massport's Citizens Advisory Group, which exists, 
it seems, in name only because there is no honest 
communication with those communities. 

MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 

MS: MILLER? “LM: sorry? 

MR. POREDA: Can you please wrap 
ie Ae 

MS. MILLER: Oh, God, I. don't 
think so. You know, I have a real problem 
because I saw at the beginning of this session 


that Betty Desrosiers -- she changed her name, I 


think, the pronunciation -- but anyway, she spoke 
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for I think probably 15 or 20 minutes, so she 
didn't have three minutes like we do. I thought 


this process was to hear us, not me in particular 


but: ‘ali. of WS; so Twill try to wrap it up. 


But this project is about delays in 
Massport's mind. In our mind are the 
alternatives which Massport chooses to ignore and 
not explore because then you have to share your 
golden goose with people in New Hampshire and 
Rhode Island and beyond. 

(Applause) 

These delays are really caused by the 
airlines themselves. It was sort of illuminated 
in a Boston Globe article recently where a few 
professors suggested that the airlines were the 
reason that we have the delays. And, of course, 
we have the acts of God, but really they're not 
substantial enough to warrant building a 
centerfield taxiway and 14-32. 

MR. POREDA: Thank you, Ms. 
Miller. 

MS. MILLER: Do you really want me 
to wrap it up because I don't really have 


(inaudible). But you know what? I do want to 
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Say as a closing remark we have a way to have 
Massport appreciate real delays and not imagined. 


We're inviting all the affected communities 


around Logan, the 27 communities which make up 


your Citizens Advisory Group, to pick up a friend 
at the airport Friday, either real or imagined. 
That's Friday between 4 o'clock and 8 p.m. I 
think we're probably just going to exercise a 
little slowdown, and hopefully you will join us 
for that. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Ms. Anna Winter, 
please, and on deck will be Robert Pagliarulo. 
MS. WINTER: Good evening. My 
name is Anna Winter and I live in Concord, and 
I'm the Executive Director of Save Our Heritage. 
With the residents of the other towns surrounding 
Hansom Field, Bedford, Lexington, and Lincoln, we 
are here tonight to stand in solidarity with 
Logan's neighbors 
(Applause) 
in our joint struggle against the 
same problems that are transforming our 


communities without our consent. As a historic 


WOOD COURT & CONFERENCE REPORTING 
77 Summer Street, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 
(781) 383-6621 


preservation organization, Save Our Heritage's 
concerns are not confined to the Hanscom area. 
We spoke out against the proposed office tower 
that threatened great harm to historic South 
Station, a position that Secretary Durand 
ultimately agreed with. 

Tonight we implore the FAA and 
Secretary Durand to consider the impact of the 
proposed runway on the historic city of Boston, 
its capital. 

(Applause) 

We believe that special places and 
unique resources must be preserved and protected 
whether they are historic battle sites, cultural 
landmarks, or 300-year-old neighborhoods with 
their own rich history and traditions. 

(Applause) 


Boston is one of the oldest cities in 


America. It's not known for its skyscrapers, its 


convention centers, or its airports. Rather, it 
is known for its unique historic and cultural 
Character. If Boston is to remain a place where 
people want to come, Massport must not be allowed 


to sacrifice Boston's character for the sake of a 
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short-term and shortsighted solution to the 
complex problem of airport congestion. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 
MS. WINTER: Runway 14-32 will 


inevitably result in more air traffic at Logan 


which will cause worse delays than we have today. 


Putting more planes in the air is not the 
solution to airport delay. Meaningful, lasting 
relief for delays at Logan needs to require three 
Caring s 

First it requires an end to airline 
over-scheduling. Second, it requires that 
Massport adopt all available demand management 
techniques. Third and most fundamentally, it 
requires the development and implementation of a 
multi-state environmentally-sound transportation 
plan that meets the region's real intermodal 
transportation needs, and makes full use of both 
present and future opportunities for 
teleconferencing, and measures the serious 
environmental injuries, air pollution, water 
pollution, noise pollution, and traffic 


congestion, and increased aviation paths on the 
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people and places of historic Massachusetts. 

Our history and our communities speak 
with wisdom. If we listen carefully, we can 
preserve Boston's heritage for generations to 
come. 

(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Robert Pagliarulo. 

On deck will be Arthur Krolman. I also want to 
say that I know you have a lot of things to say, 
people, but we really need to keep our remarks 
short, and I'm even going to try to keep you to 


less than three minutes in order to get through 


this tonight. It's your turn, sir. Could you 


spell your last name to make sure we get it 
right? 

MR. PAGLIARULO: P-A-G-L-I-A-R-U- 
L-O. If the noise can go (inaudible) 
Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, sets 
Standards for shielding the public from adverse 
effects of too much noise. (Inaudible) I can't 
understand how many more takeoffs and landings 
will produce less noise than now. In the Big 
Dig, people complained about noise and were 


provided noise-reducing material for their homes. 
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Every day 138 million Americans 
experience noise levels the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency rates as annoying and 
disruptive. (Inaudible) 87 percent have 
potential of decreased hearing capability over 
time. Airline travel in 1998 was 600 percent of 
1960 levels, and air cargo was up a whopping 2460 
percent. Air freight also produces air 


pollution. Any engine that burns pure fossil 


fuel produces air pollution. 


(Inaudible) off the dock, on the dock, 
and to the right and to the left. The noise 
pollution clearinghouse said that unwanted sound 
is public enemy number one. Now, in closing I'd 
like to say that I went with my grandson this 
morning and he and I attended two hearings on 
(inaudible) cigarettes. We didn't have to wait 
more than three hours. 

I didn't come here for a political 
rally, but that's all this has been. If the 
politicians want to reduce air pollution, let 
them have forced bussing in Boston. (Inaudible) 
to clean Boston Harbor, and the federal 


government would pay for this but the MDC and the 
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legislature would blame it on Dukakis. 
MR. POREDA: Thank you very much. 
MR. PAGLIARULO: This will be the 


last hearing I come to for the Massport 


Authority. They're more political than the MDC. 


(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Arthur Krolman, 
please, and on deck is Alan Marcus. 

MR. KROLMAN: My name is Arthur 
Krolman. I live in Charlestown. I've got two 
little kids, and they trust their own dad that 
we're not letting them breathe air that's 
dangerous. I'm focusing on the unidirectional 
effect of the runway. Massport has essentially 
admitted that their earlier comments for Runway 
14-32 be unidirectional was not worth the paper 
it was printed on. 

Massport now says that we don't have to 
trust their promise because they can now show us 
reinforcements to keep 14-32 unidirectional 
forever. Here's why these reinforcements aren't 
worth anything, either. Just as a kid caught 
with his hand in the cookie jar might guarantee 


that he's promised not to do it again is ironclad 
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because this time, he promises also to construct 
a child-proof lid, mark the jar as broccoli 
instead of cookies, and keep out the lightbulb in 
the kitchen, so Massport promises they will 
construct, mark, and light 14-32 so that even if 
they want to, they can't break their 
unidirectional promise is not so. 

Construct the runway how, so that it 
slopes uphill to the harbor? Mark it how? FAA, 
please try and do over-water flights. Light it 
how, so that runway lights will be seen only be 
planes taking off over the harbor? Perhaps 
planes landing will head for lights inside the 
Hyatt Hotel. 

We would have thought that in 11 
volumes these questions would be answered. 
They're not at all. There are lots of details 
and things Massport likes to dream about, though, 
like how they're going to play with their trucks 
to build 14-32. We get two-and-a-half pages of 
detail on runway construction mitigation 
including how trucks will back up at night, but 


nothing, zero, no details on 14-32's 


construction, marking, lighting, unidirectional 
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And speaking of the Hyatt Hotel, how 
will a regional jet pilot who needs to abort his 
landing fail to avoid a crash? Let's say he 
overshoots the runway. How would he be able to 
blast off again? Is it possible that the FAA at 
some future point just might deem the Hyatt a 
hazard to aviation? Is it possible that Massport 
can relocate a building like Building 60? 
Instant bidirectional runway. 

Oh, but wait, there's still that 
ironclad contract. PRAS goals (inaudible) 


taxiway. Would it be possible to build such a 


minor improvement at some convenient later date? 
And what do you know, such minor improvement will 
not even require any environmental impact review. 
MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 
MR. KROLMAN: Concerning PRAS, 
Massport says that of course we'll keep the 
runway unidirectional because over-water flights 


will allow more use of 15-33. (Inaudible) 


Finally, the contract. Massport says that 


they're willing to sign a contract with the 


community to keep unidirectional, but let's not 
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forget that those are the details. Will the FAA 
Sign it? What will the penalty be if Massport 
breaches the contract? Who will enforce the 
contract? 

SO we can see that Massport's 
reinforced comments of keeping 14-32 


unidirectional is fast-talking ruse, and this is 


but one example of their disappointing arguments 


in this latest disappointing environmental 
report. (Inaudible) though Massport tried and 
failed to build this same runway. They will fail 
again, but their real failure is how they have 
stumbled and continue to stumble in their duty of 
trust to us, the taxpayers that they're supposed 
to work for to plan for our region's long-term 
air transportation needs. Thank you. 

MR. POREDA: Next up is Alan 
Marcus, and on deck, Will Lyman. 

MR. MARCUS: Thank you very much 
for the chance to speak. If you'll bear with me, 
this is probably the biggest crowd I've spoken to 
Since my Bar Mitzvah. Four years ago, my wife 
and I bought out dream house. It took 15 years 


of savings to do it. It is worth every penny. 
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Our house is in Quincy right on the water. I 
enjoy the sound of seagulls, surf, and about 20 
or 30 times a day, a blast of jet noise that is 
strong enough to rattle our windows. 

We are nine miles from Logan. No one 
can dispute the fact that Logan is important and 
it has serious problems. The fundamental 
question is how can quality of life and economic 
considerations live happily every after? 
Certainly not in South Boston, East Boston, 
Chelsea, Winthrop, and Revere where jet noise is 
unprecedented. Certainly on Pier 4, Fan Pier, or 
Parcel F where the new noise footprint caused by 
Runway 14-32 could potentially place billions of 
dollars of commercial and residential development 
in jeopardy, and certainly not now for thousands 
of homes in Quincy, Milton, and Hull (inaudible). 

Building another runway to relieve 
airport congestion is like buying another car to 
relieve expressway traffic. It is fundamentally 


flawed. With Runway 14-32, Massport believes it 


is landing on a solution. In reality, what they 


have landed on is my house. 


(Applause) 
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MR. POREDA: Will Lyman, followed 
by Paul Carver. 

MR. LYMAN: I'm Will Lyman from 
Jamaica Plain, and I think you've heard it all. 
You've been sitting here since 3 o'clock this 
afternoon. But this report is so flawed and so 
full of misdirections and strategic statistics 
that we could go on for days, but here's just one 
more. Before I get to that, I will make one 
comment on a note that some other people have 
touched on. 

The 65 DNL is an area of such extreme 
impact that people's homes must be modified at 
government expense. Now, this study's assumption 
that all the areas that fall even one decibel 
less than that 65 DNL are not worthy of notice is 
strictly absurd. 


(Applause) 


Massport has consistently tried to sell 


this runway on the basis of economic impact. 
Business travelers are hurt by airport delays. 
We know that. Massport has laid the highest 
priority on that. The resulting solution, that 


is, if it is actually a solution which is another 
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question, as set forth here, has a very high 
cost. The communities closest to the airport -- 
if you've been paying attention today, we all 
know -- will pay the lion's share of that cost. 
(Inaudible) claims of environmental injustice. 
Now, this report dismisses these claims 
with a cursory comparison of the 21 percent 
minority population within the 65 DNL to the 38 
percent minority population of Suffolk County at 


large. As happens consistently in this report, I 


might say, that comparison is of the apples to 


oranges variety. 

Now, I'm not a lawmaker, I'm not a 
lawyer, I don't interpret the laws, but in this 
layman's opinion, when I hear the word 
environmental justice, what I understand is that 
there is a balance for every citizen of the 
impact of the benefits and the expense. Now, if 
one were to compare the racial and economic 
makeup of those inside the 65 DNL, in other 
words, those who bear the brunt of the expense, 
compare that group to the racial and economic 
makeup of Logan's customers, in other words, 


those who 
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(Applause) 
then I think you would have an 
accurate picture of who is benefitting at whose 
expense, and isn't that the point of 
environmental justice? 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Phil Carver, please. 
Keith Hinchion. How about Allison Streber? 
James Bryan McCaffrey. John Olszowy. Maddy 
McComiskey. Arlene Gehring. Craig Sonnenberg, 
and on deck is Kathryn Deputat. 

MR. SONNENBERG: My name is Craig 
sonnenberg. I live in the neighborhood of 
Jamaica Plain. I live directly under the Runway 
27 noise corridor. I'm a member of Airport Noise 


Action Committee, a group that was formed this 


year to address the excessive amount of airplane 


noise that is impacting our neighborhood. My 
neighbors and I flatly reject the FAA's and 
Massport's use of the 65 decibel DNL standard as 
an indicator of who is and is not impacted by 
airplane noise. 

(Applause) 


I'm not an acoustical engineer, but I 
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can tell you that taking decibel readings and 
averaging them out over the course of 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year is not the way to measure 
whether or not people are severely impacted by 
noise. 
(Applause) 

According to the FAA, 65 decibels DNL 
is the threshold for determining significantly 
adverse noise impacts. For me and my neighbors, 


being awakened before dawn and after midnight is 


our threshold ... 


(Applause) 

Our neighborhood is seven miles from 
Logan Airport. We are outside the 65 decibel DNL 
noise contour. According to the 65 DNL standard, 
the residents of Roxbury, Dorchester, Jamaica 
Plain, Roslindale, Hyde Park, and West Roxbury 
are not even considered to be noise-exposed 
residents. I'd like you to explain to all of us 
how we can be awakened at 6 a.m. by airplane 
noise (inaudible) going overhead at a rate of one 
every two minutes, be kept awake until 1 a.m., 
and not be considered to be noise-exposed 


residents. 
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(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 

MR. SONNENBERG: I'm sorry. I 
originally prepared a five-minute statement. 
I've tried to cut it down. These communities 
collectively filed over 1,000 noise complaints in 
1999, yet according to you, we are not noise- 
exposed residents. Common sense dictates that 
citizens who are constantly awakened by airplane 
noise and filing noise complaints with the FAA 
are being affected by airplane noise. 


The impact of your assumptions about 


who is and is not impacted by airplane noise is 


profound. All of the conclusions in the EIS/EIR 
are based on accepting the validity of a 65 
decibel DNL contour. When you tell us that the 
preferred alternative does not cause a 
disproportionate high adverse impact on minority 
and low income populations, that the only 
neighborhood relevant to the environmental 
justice issue is a predominantly Hispanic 
neighborhood in Chelsea, you totally dismiss the 
minority population of Roxbury because it isn't 


located within the 65 DNL contour. 
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oa The residents of Roxbury are impacted 
| by the aircraft noise. A large minority 
community exists in Roxbury. What about their 
environmental justice? You claim that the 
addition of 14-32 will not affect the (inaudible) 
and aesthetic value of public parks, recreational 
area, or wildlife refuge, specifying that no 
adverse environmental impacts will be suffered by 
Franklin Park and Forest Hills Cemetery because 
they are located outside the 65 decibel DNL 
contour. 

Anyone can tell you that the impact of 


airplane noise is felt in these areas. I 


personally know a volunteer at the Franklin Park 


Zoo who said that even a gorilla looks skyward 


every time a plane roars overhead. (Inaudible), 


why can't noise experts? 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Thank you, Mr. 
sonnenberg. 
MR. SONNENBERG: In Table 2 in 
Appendix 3 of the EIS/EIR, you state that annual 
jet operations for Runway 27 are projected to 


increase from 22,000 in 1999 to 72,000 by 2015 
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using the preferred alternative. Your own 
projections prove that the communities that are 
located under the Runway 27 noise corridor will 
experience a 315 percent increase in jet noise 
over the next 14 years. 

I'd like you to explain to all of us 
who live in these communities how this is an 
improvement. Here's the bottom line. Once you 
understand, as we all do, that the 65 decibel DNL 
contour is a bogus method of measuring noise 
impacts, then the sooner you will recognize that 
all of the conclusions that you make based on 
that standard in the EIS and EIR are false. 

(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Kathryn Deputat, 
Number 49. 


MS. DEPUTAT: Deputat, D-E-P-U-T- 


MR. POREDA: I apologize. On deck 
is Libba Ingram, Number 50. 
MS. DEPUTAT: I will try to speed 


it up. I also am a member of Aircraft Noise 


Action Committee, I'm a neighbor of Craig's and 


his folks, and I'm standing here right now 
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because I live under a turn (inaudible). I've 
been living there for five years (inaudible). I 
am deeply disturbed at the notion that what we're 
suffering now is going to get worse. I should 


Say may get worse if this were to happen. 


I want to also state I feel really 


sorry for all of you sitting up there for eight 
hours more or less. I don't know why you want to 
be here doing this. I also want to say you don't 
need to be here doing this’ tonight. This will be 
Over in a minute, and I would like to think that 
after all the missives that have been shared and 
heard tonight that we're done. I would really 
like to think we're done. 

Let me be a little more specific. We 
had a jackhammer working outside our homes 
recently. The jackhammer noise was muted by 
aircraft noise coming over. DNL, I don't even 
want to talk about DNL. Craig talked about DNL. 
Sixty-five decibels is (inaudible). We are not 
impacted by noise, according to the ESPR. I 
haven't frankly gotten through the EIS/EIR. I 
just haven't had the time, I've been working too 


hard, but my guess is that Runway 27 is not 
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addressed. 

I want to say that we are impacted by 
noise. I want to state my experience is that I 
am routinely jarred out of a sound sleep at 6 or 
6:30. The jet noise is like sandpaper on the 
backs of my eyes, the front of my gray matter. 
It penetrates earplugs, pillows over the head, 
mattress whenever I try to escape this noise to 
sleep. 

The nighttime departures start up, as 
you've heard, 10:30, bedtime. This is a serial 
torture going every two minutes, it keeps me 
awake, it keeps all of us awake -- I'm speaking 


for my community -- until they subside maybe 


around midnight, and this continues the next 


morning, this continues for days on end. Sleep 
deprivation affects my work and, who knows, my 
length of life. 

I've been driven out of my home some 
days, blasted music to try to get work done. I 
work at home, I'm self-employed. Frankly, it's 
impossible for me to continue to do what I do 
under the present conditions, the present 


conditions. So I'm here to implore you to listen 
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to all you've heard. 

I also thought about leaving at the 
break because my credibility with you all, many 
of you, is somewhat disturbed. As I said, I hope 
that's going to change tonight. 

MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 

MS. DEPUTAT: We've been promised 
a noise meter in Jamaica Plain and it has not 
been installed. That's all. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Chris Wallace, Number 
53. Number 54, Richard Salini. Number 55, 
Elizabeth Merrick, and on deck is Anastasia 
Lyman. 

MS. MERRICK: I'm Elizabeth 
Merrick. I live in Somerville, and I stayed here 
this late tonight to announce that I am yet one 
more outraged citizen standing here to express my 
strong opposition to this detrimental proposal to 


expand Logan Airport. I've read your 


Environmental Impact Statement as many persons 


have, and I've seen so many critical defects of 
your analysis, and I will submit written comments 


to get into more detail. 
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I won't take up much of my three 
minutes, but I will say that as a professional 
researcher myself though not in the aviation 
field, I am truly appalled to see the twisted 
(inaudible) misleading fashion to the extent that 
I was really shocked to see the gross 
incompetence 

(Applause) 

In the minute or two I have left, what 
I'd really like to do is step back and remind you 
that this is a very sorry picture of an agency 
that we think is out of control, Massport, out of 
Control. 

(Applause) 

The big picture in this proposal 

(inaudible) a value system that is the most 


important thing Massport and the Administration 


is to cater to special interests, particularly 


large corporate 
(Applause) 
at the expense of everyone else in 
all of these neighborhoods that you've heard from 
today. I personally find it incredible that 


we're having to seriously consider this 
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incredibly flawed detrimental proposal, never 
mind having it completely ground down our 
throats. JI find it inconceivable. However, 
that's where we are. This proposal, as other 
people have said, will drastically increase air 
traffic that's going to swamp dozens of 
communities with far more noise (inaudible). 

My neighborhood of Somerville, I guess 
we don"t count, Jets going te. ruin ‘quality of 
life in our neighborhood including my own. 
There's a spewing out of more and more air 
pollutants (inaudible), and that on top of 
everything else it is doing to people, it's even 
going to destroy some of the little habitats of 
endangered species, the Upland Plover, and I find 
that absolutely the last straw. 


To me, there is nothing detrimental 


that isn't represented in this proposal that 


you're actually trying to ram down our throat. 
So what this brings me to is the basic question. 
So what is it for that we're expected to ances 
all these sacrifices for both ourselves and our 
environment, our quality of life, even other 


creatures, so what is the great social benefit 
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that we're supposed to be sacrificing for? 

The answer is maybe at 20 percent 
reduction in airline delays for a couple of 
years. Well, to me, something is profoundly 
wrong with this cost-benefit relationship, and 
what's wrong with it is you don't want to add it 
up honestly. The people in this room are adding 
up, and you don't want to. You're not stupid, 
you just don't want to add it up. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Thank you very much. 

MS. DEPUTAT: And I believe that 
the reason that you don't honestly want to add 
this up is because this whole thing is actually 
driven by big money interests and special 
corporate interests. It has nothing to do with 
our well-being or the facts of your proposal. So 
what I'm here to say on top of whatever I've 


already said is the special large corporate 


interests certainly are very powerful, but you 


have made one big mistake, and that is you are 
attacking people where we live, and what we're 
going to do is stand and fight for our homes and 


our neighborhoods, and we will 
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(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: I'm going to ask you 
to take your seat. 

MS. DEPUTAT: You should all be 
ashamed of what you're trying to orchestrate 
here. You have abused the authority that's been 
vested in you. Shame on you. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. POREDA: On deck is Elizabeth 
Bowman, Number 90. Go ahead Ms. Lyman. 

MS. LYMAN: My name is Anastasia 
Lyman. I must say the Community Advisory 
Committee of which I am the co-chair will be 
submitting in written detail, great detail, a 
response to this, but they do not have a response 
tonight. I ama citizen of Jamaica Plain, and I 
am an active member of Communities Against Runway 
Expansion. JI want to thank you for the 
opportunity to speak, and I have two main 


subjects I would like to cover at this time. 


One is the insufficiencies of the 


analysis and the lack of consideration of viable 
alternatives in this document. The second is the 


improper and unsupported selection of the 
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preferred alternative. The following EPA Region 


1 recommendations were ignored during this FDEIS 


process. Ground traffic impacts and ground 
access issues that impact the project adheres to 
the Clean Air Act? No. Year 2000 noise data 
depicting all Stage 3 fleet impact? Not 
supplied. 

Management of gate push-back as an 
alternative to the centerfield taxiway was never 
examined, nor was, as others have mentioned, the 
first-come, first-served demand management 
technique. Therefore, the FAA should not receive 
an FEIR until these and other critical 
information has been compiled, incorporated into 
another Supplemental DEIS. 

The following requirements of Secretary 
Durand for the DEIR were ignored by Massport and 
the FAA in the current document. Ground access 
impacts of the urban range, increase night noise 
relief, Massport and FAA agreement to a peak- 
period pricing trigger, and creating an exact 
definition of Massport's peak-period pricing 
plan. 


Any alternative to reduce aircraft 
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emission by using the gate push-back management 


technique instead of the proposed centerfield 


taxiway was also ignored. Additionally, despite 
the non-support of the Community Advisory 
Committee for the current Massport manipulated 
preferential runway assignment system, the PRAS 
has been used as a major factor in the integrated 
noise model producing runway use data that 
seriously skews noise impact contours and 
inaccurately depicts the increased noise to be 
generated by the proposed runway over all of our 
communities. 

Massport's best forecast indicates that 
peak-period pricing demand management technique 
is more effective than the proposed Runway 14-32. 
Secretary Durand should find that this demand 
management technique is a comparable benefit and 


lower costs with lesser adverse impacts, and he 


might recommend that it be implemented now for a 


three-year test which may include any 
modifications with other demand management 
techniques that are currently being tested at 
LaGuardia Airport. 


A combination of viable demand 
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management techniques offer a great potential for 
comparable benefits and costs with lesser adverse 
impacts than those of the proposed project. 

These should be recommended for implementation 
before losing irretrievable resources by building 
the proposed runway and the centerfield taxiway. 

MR. POREDA: One more minute. 

MS. LYMAN: FAA and Massport are 
not providing sufficient information to prove 
that those regional jets will use 14-32's 5,000- 
foot runway. The proposed runway was a solution 
to the high level of turbo activity in 1993. 

It's very obvious that the future projection is 
not like the turboprop. It's likely to become 
the regional jet activity. Therefore, Massport 
and the FAA must make the defensible case that 
these regional jets will use the runway before 
building it. Secretary Durand should find 
inadequate the supporting data provided on this 
issue in the FEIR. 

In closing, the EOFA should cite that 


these alternatives and others being presented 


during this comment period were not sufficiently 


considered. How can anyone declare the current, 
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much less the proposed adverse environmental 


impacts have been adequately mitigated when 


Massport and the FAA have offered nothing but 
minimum solutions, a PRAS system that is 
ineffective, no curbing of aircraft-produced 
emissions, and no plan for what they propose to 
do about ever-escalating delays into the 
foreseeable future. Thank you. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Elizabeth Bowman from 
Cambridge, Number 90. Number 91, Elaine McGrath 
from Chelsea. Number 93, Molly Dunn from 
Chelsea, and on deck, Number 94, Dovi Abbey. 

MS. DUNN: Hi. My name is Molly 
Dunn, and I'm here on behalf of all the citizens 
in Chelsea, and I also back up everything that is 
against this runway. I also have a point besides 


air pollution, noise, and water pollution. I'ma 


flight attendant for a major airline in Boston, 


and on February 4th, 2001, I was in an accident 
on the runway. It was Flight 2276. 

I think that all of you guys should 
think about this when you get on an airplane. 


This is your life that you're thinking about. I 
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am on that every day. I know firsthand what it 
is to have a delay, to sit there, and know that 
it's not worth your life. You need to think 
about your life when you get on an airplane. 

When you add that extra runway, you're going to 
add more congestion. 

What do you think is going to happen if 
you add more airplanes? Not only can you not 
drive on the ground which I found out firsthand, 
and two weeks ago there was another aircraft 
accident where a Continental airplane knocked the 
wing of another airplane. Those flight 
passengers were very lucky. They had on their 
seat belts. 

I also ask you at FAA that we work as a 
team. You are there for our safety. I am there 
to back up what you put in writing. I would like 
you to think about your life, too, when you get 
on the airplane. Just please, think about your 
lives when you get on. Don't add congestion. If 
they crash in the air like we found out they do 
on the ground, and those oil tanks that are near 


the airport, forget Chelsea, forget Charlestown, 


forget Boston, forget the Big Dig, all that money 
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PN that you put into our city in the beginning. Are 
we going to be alive at the end to even rebuild 
the city? I hope you think about that. 

Just think about it when you get onto 
an airplane, and remember, I'm there for your 
safety, each and every one of you.-: 

(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Dovi Abbey, Number 
94. Blossom Hoag, Number 96, and on deck, Ron 
Famm, Number 97. 


MS. HOAG: I'm Blossom Hoag, -a 


resident of East Boston. I'm a member of the 


Sierra Club of Massachusetts, and the National 


CARE Club. Our chapter here in Massachusetts has 
30,000 members all opposed to this runway. 
(Applause) 

I'm a member of the Citizens Advisory 
Committee with 24 out of the 26 communities 
opposed to this project expansion. I'm a member 
and founding member of CARE, the Communities 
Against Runway Expansion. I had the bumper 
stickers in place before CARE even came into 
being, and the website, but I'm speaking as an 


Individual, 


WOOD COURT & CONFERENCE REPORTING 
77 Summer Street, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 
(781) 383-6621 


269 


The Massachusetts Port Authority has 
lied, misled, finagled, and done everything in 
their financial wherewithal to ram this project 
down Boston metropolitan area's throat. It will 
be a devastation to the area. It does not solve 
the delay problems, and instead degrades the 
health and well-being of the residents. 

There are numerous other avenues that 
should be implemented prior to any part of this 
project, and they include the lowering of the 
minimum, the centerfield taxiway, expansion of 
other runways and taxiways, and the construction 
of Runway 14-32. Runway 14-32 is not the only 


project. It is the sixth runway and not the 


fifth runway as is so often reported in the press 


and in the news. 

To begin with, the entire northeast 
needs to have a regional transportation plan put 
in place which includes not only airports, but 
rail, highway, and water services as well. We 
need the rail service completed, expanded, and 
upgraded with the implementation of the north- 
south rail link in Boston, the urban ring, and 


high-speed rail. 
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We need to call for travel of less than 
500 miles to be done on trains rather than 
planes. Lufthansa, the German airline, has 
voluntarily stopped flying within Germany. They 
only now fly to destinations outside of Germany 
on longer flights. Europe is far advanced 
compared to the U.S. when it comes to rail 
development. 

second, the metropolitan area needs a 
thorough health study. The funding for part of 
this has been funded by the state and it has 
begun, but it needs to be completed and expanded. 
The report is enough to raise red flags about the 
health impact. Winthrop has done its health 
study, and it needs to be incorporated in this 
PEepOLrE. 

Third, a close look at the noise 
contours and what will actually happen to the 
Surrounding towns must be much more closely 
scrutinized. It is now clear that the new runway 
will cause 65 DB contours and coming farther into 


South Boston including the city's major 


development area on the waterfront. Please join 
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and stop this project in its tracks. It is not 
well-conceived, and needs to be thought out far 
more clearly. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Ron Famm, and on deck 
George -- and I'm going to butcher this name -- 
Touloumtzis from Jamaica Plain. 

MR. FAMM: I'm Ron Famm and I 
represent Weymouth, thousands of people. I 
notice that Weymouth is excluded in a substantive 
way throughout the entire document, yet if you 
look at Figures 6.2-2 on Page 615, we are 
severely, enormously impacted even in Weymouth. 
If you look at 6.2-3, you will see that we have 
almost every departure over us, over Weymouth, 
yet we don't have a noise contour in the town, 
either in Hingham or Weymouth. 

The lynchpin of what you say, how can 

you conclude that this isn't a danger, that we're 


not impacted in a very real and ugly way, if you 


don't measure anything? These models are 


(Applause) 
These models are spurious. They look 


good, but they're in error. The 65 DB acceptance 
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level of the FAA is the lynchpin of your 
argument, and the bottom line is that only three 
agencies that I'm aware of will accept 65 DB. 
One is the Department of Defense. We're talking 
about bombers and fighter planes. The other is 
of course the FAA and that bastion of public 
Support of urban development. You know they're 
not for it at all. 

The large majority of federal boards 
and commissions, and I'll read some of them, 
Federal Transit Administration, Federal Railroad 
Administration, the Service Transportation Board, 
the Environmental Protection Agency, the Federal 


Energy Commission, the National Resource Council, 


the National Academy of Science, the American 


National Standards, and the World Health 
Organization all accept 55 DBN as a significant 
level of disruption. 

(Applause) 

Sixty-five is a scourge. We are kept 
up -- by the way, someone said they heard planes 
every two minutes. Oh, boy, I'd settle for that. 
I get three at once, and sometimes during 10, 15 


seconds, and I can prove it with your own stats. 
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They don't end at 12 o'clock at night. Sometimes 
they start. at.10 o'clock at night and go through 
the night. We get no sleep. And you know what 
they do to people when you want to break them 
down? They deprive them of sleep. Not one 
doctor, not one recent survey or study on sleep 
deprivation or the medical effects of what you 
people are doing to us appears in this report. 

(Applause) 

Not one, not one document. I feel bad 
for some of the people sitting here, and for 
that, I apologize. I'm a passionate man. But 
I'll tell you this. This is life or death for 


us. It's self-defense, and the first covenant of 


society is prevent each other from being harmed. 


You must do that. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Sir, you'll have to 
pronounce your name for me, please. 

MR. TOULOUMTZIS: My name is 
George Touloumtzis. 

MR. POREDA: Could you spell that? 

MR. TOULOUMTZIS: T-O-U-L-O-U-M-T- 


4-1-5... J lave an Jamaica Plain: with my partner, 
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The only quality of life problem we have living 
there is the persistent and intrusive airplane 
noise. It's the only quality of life problem. 
We love city life, we expect a certain amount of 


ambient noise, but plane noise is fundamentally 


different. It devalues every aspect of daily 


life, from getting a decent night's sleep -- my 
partner also makes the accommodation of using 
industrial strength earplugs -- to the experience 
of Green Space around Jamaica Plain. 

The current situation as other people 
have said is appalling, and any increase is 
unconscionable of the noise that we experience. 

I think it would be a central priority in any of 
these decisions from the runway to the flight 
paths should be the quality of life of the 
residents. I hope you truly listen to that. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Next up is Number 99, 
Francis X. Russell, and on deck, Number 101, Bill 
Galvin. 

MR. RUSSELL: My name is Francis 
AX. Russell. I live in South Boston, and 


according to this topographical map by the 
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geological survey, I'm about 2500 meters from 4-L 
and 6 Runway, yet Logan Airport, the last time I 
was at a meeting a couple of years ago, they were 
giving out these grants for noise abatement. I 
did not qualify because I was not within the 
finger path of the blueprint of 4-L. I live 
right next to the Gate of Heaven Church. The 
blueprint included Peach Street. Peach Street 
east, there's no houses, yet on a bad storm day, 
jets fly directly over my house and within a few 
hundred feet. I think if I had a slingshot I 
could hit them. 

4-L impacts me. I can see them. I'd 
need something a little bit stronger than a 
slingshot. I requested one of those decibel 
meters. I was denied. They said they have three 
in South Boston, one down by the end of 
(inaudible), another one down by B Street. They 
wouldn't tell me where the other one is. I think 


it was down by the Fort Point Channel area. 


The Gate of Heaven School several years 


ago got a multi-million dollar abatement for 
noise. Every single window in the roof was done. 


I went to the bank today. I'm taking 60,000 out 
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to do it myself, and when I can get reimbursed, 
I'm going to have that bill. 

Jet planes use leaded fuel. I didn't 
hear anyone say anything about that. We 
discontinued leaded fuel in the vehicles that we 
drive. I took ten yards of soil out of my 
backyard five years ago because I couldn't have a 
garden because of the high lead content. I don't 
know where it came from. Is it from the air? I 
spent $240 on inhalers today. Thanks to my 
health insurance, I only paid 70. I asked them 
what the cost was. I have asthma. I've lived in 
South Boston 20 years. 

We need regional solutions, the rail, 
the commuter boats, the whole nine yards. When I 
fly in to visit my relatives in Chicago, I fly to 
Milwaukee because the transportation is easier 


than the 30 miles to O'Hare, and they have Midway 


and they're going to go for a third airport. 


Where they're going to put it, I don't know. 
MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 
MR. TOULOUMTZIS: That's basically 
it, folks... 23m-250 meters from the airport, yet 


I'm not impacted. I'm sorry. I can hit your 
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planes with a slingshot. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Bill Galvin, and on 
deck, Number 102, Jeff Esh. 

MR. GALVIN: Good evening. My 
name is Bill Galvin. I'm the CAC representative 
from Charlestown. I'm here tonight to speak on 
two issues. One is the unidirectional nature of 
this proposed runway. Were it ever to become 
bidirectional, it is my community which will 
suffer the most from it. 

On Chapter 8, Page 13, Massport states 
that there are three fiscal impediments to making 
it bidirectional. One of it is simply markings 
and lights which are easily resolved. The other 
one: 1S the takiing. to en. aircraft. -1 don't 
believe there is any impediment to do that. 
Massport makes a statement, a conclusionary 
statement, that that would prevent it, but I do 


not believe, in looking at the airport layout and 


from my own personal experience, that it would be 


a particular problem. 
And what is most reasonable is the 


Hyatt Hotel, but I think if you look very 


WOOD COURT & CONFERENCE REPORTING 
77 Summer Street, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 
(781) 383-6621 


carefully, and you must look carefully at the 
wording Massport uses for its proposal, you will 
see that the Hyatt precludes arrivals. There's 
no mention in here that it precludes departures 
under FAA standards. 

The second thing is they said there 
will be a partial agreement. There's nothing in 
this report that states any terms or conditions 
of what that contract would be. I would be more 
than happy to draft the contract. I don't think 
it would be acceptable to Massport, and I suggest 
that whatever Massport proposes will be 
unacceptable to the communities. Once this 
runway is improved, they will have no incentive 
whatsoever to negotiate in good faith. Thank 
you. 

(Applause) 

The second item is environmental 

justice which has been touched on by a number of 


previous speakers. On Page 26 of the executive 


summary, I'd like to reiterate what Congressman 


Capuano said. This is a setup that Massport 
chose to put in their report. By providing sound 


insulation to mitigate impacts within the 65 DB 
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contour, the preferred alternative provides long- 
term benefits. That is insulting. It is 
intellectually dishonest. This suggests that 
people are better off and would prefer to be ina 
sound-insulated home in that 65 DB curve than 
someone outside, and it's just unbelievable. 

(Applause) 
A lot of these items go to the 


credibility of the FAA and Massport. Last 


Thursday evening, the CAC had a meeting with 


Massport and the FAA to specifically address the 
issue of environmental justice, and asked what 


census statistics were used. They said they used 


1990, state 1995. When asked why they didn't use 
2000, they said that the census tract data is not 
available. 

I'd been given by the city of Boston 
several weeks earlier that information, and as it 
turns out, the very next day on the front page of 
the Boston Globe, there's an article with broken- 
down census tract data giving minority 
populations in different segments of Boston. 

Now, this information is available, and 


I suggest -- and I might add that on Page 24 
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again you have to be very careful of how you read 
these, they have a statement here, only 21 
percent of the population within the resulting 65 
DNL is minority. What they have done is taken 
the existing 65. They're not measuring what 
areas are impacted by this specific project. 
They're trying to encompass all the existing 65 
DB curves. It dilutes the impact of the effect 
of this particular construction. 

MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 

MR. GALVIN: Yes. Page 16 ES, 
they talk about 380 to 508 people having to have 
sound insulation, and the reality is in Chapter 
8, Page 14, Chelsea, 11 to 12 households; East 


Boston; 150: to 2007 South Boston; 25 co: 50: 


That's about 5,000 people. This is the impacted 


area, and I suggest that the (inaudible) Massport 
and the FAA to use current 2000 census 
statistics, and that these households be the 
impact area, measure the minority populations of 
these households. These are the impacted people, 
not Suffolk County, which they suggest is the 
impacted area. These are the impacted areas. 


Let's find out how many minorities in here, 
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because I will tell you they are 
disproportionately negatively impacted as a 
result of this. This is not environmental 
justice. Thank you. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Jeff Esh, Number 102. 
Jane Sauer, Number 103, and on deck, Eleanor 
Casey, Number 104. 

MS. SAUER: My name is Jane Sauer, 
S-A-U-E-R. I'm a resident of Somerville, the 
most densely populated city in New England, and 
I'm here to say that I oppose the proposed runway 
at Logan Airport, the increased impacts that 
would occur for many communities including 
Somerville (inaudible) from 400 to 500 percent. 
The last few years that I've been experiencing 
increasing -- I have increasingly been disturbed 
by the noise of aircraft. I do not live in the 
part of Somerville most affected by aircraft 


noise. 


There has been extensive noise during 


the day and also during the hours between 11 p.m. 
and 7 a.m. At a meeting held by Somerville 


Alderman William White, I found out that Logan 
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Airport officials did not take into account the 
height of Somerville hills when measuring the 
distance of the elevation of aircraft flying over 
Our Cucy., 

The difference in elevation of the 
aircraft flying over our city, the tops of 
houses. A fourth grader would have had a better 
grasp of the logic and the math skills involved 
in figuring out this distance. 

We're told the homeowners can receive 
soundproofing, but what of the months of the year 
when the windows are open to let the breeze in, 
to let in the sounds of nature, the voices of 
children at play, or possibly a call for help? 
The people of Somerville do spend time outdoors. 
Children and adults do have time for recreation. 
Homeowners and renters work in their yards or 
gardens. Friends and families have cookouts. 
People do go for walks in order to do errands or 
for exercise. 

Aircraft flying overhead makes being 
outdoors very unpleasant, and conversation must 


come to a halt. Aircraft fouls the air we 


breathe. Somerville, New England's most densely 
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populated city, does not need more aircraft 
flying overhead. Somerville, like other cities, 
needs less aircraft flying overhead. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Eleanor Casey, 
please. Karen Maddacce. Roberta Horn, and on 
deck Richard Dimes, Number 109. 

MS. HORN: My name is Roberta 
Horn, and I live in the Orient Heights section of 
East Boston, and I'm here tonight -- I'm sick of 
going to meetings, and I am sick of looking at 
people sitting there trying to decide what's good 
for me. I know what's good for me. The people 
that are here tonight against this runway, 
against the taxiway, know what's right for them. 

I've lived on the same street for 54 
years. My family first moved to Massachusetts in 
1928, so I know all that's been going on from 
year to year. We are under siege already, and 


now we're under (inaudible) and we're not going 


to tolerate it. 


(Applause) 
The centerfield taxiway will allow 


planes to leave the gate and idle for as long as 
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it takes. They're just going to let them sit on 
that taxiway (inaudible) to do anything they 
please. We have one beach in East Boston. The 
water's not clear too much too often, but it's 
all we have. They're building a bathhouse to 
attract people and children to come. Why? To 
let those dirty polluting planes blowing 
particles of carbon dioxide and anything else 
right at them? They say come to the beach, it's 
beautiful, back to the beaches. For what? 

And I hope that you realize that we 
have a right to a quality of life. (Inaudible) 
pollution will be down, pollution will be down. 
Well, it (inaudible) because I believe that 
Massport is going to try to consolidate all the 
ground travel, all the rental cars, and all these 
fuel efficient vehicles throughout the airport, 


but why? They're going to transfer those 


emissions to airplanes. So it may go down in 


some respects, but it's going to go up in others 
if this goes through. 

Another thing. Massport predicts it's 
going to be wonderful, it's going to be better. 


The FAA says, oh, it's not so bad, it's not so 
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bad. Well, what if they're wrong? Who is going 
to stand there and say, I'm responsible? 
(Inaudible) in the city of Boston and I'm the one 
that did it? Who's going to say that? 

(Applause) 
Another thing. The environmental 
Justice, I"m not. Going to coanee- that. - Tis: a 
joke because you didn't have a current census 
report. Just walk around the neighborhood and 
you won't need a report. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 
MS. HORN: I've had it with your 
arrogance, and I've had it for too long. The 
runway will not have any real impact anyway? 
I've said to people, where are the planners in 
this state with creativity, imagination, who look 
to the future? 
Also another thing. I travel quite 
often. I don't mind the delays, but if these 


travelers and airlines are so sick of these 


delays, why don't they go to another airport or 


take the train? 


(Applause) 
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MR. POREDA: Thank you, Ms. ‘Horn, 
MS. HORN: If I want to go ina 
restaurant and there's a line, then I don't go. 
I go somewhere else. 
MR. POREDA: Thank you, Ms. Horn. 


MS. HORN: Can I just say one 


MR. POREDA: One more thing. 
MS. HORN: I just hope Secretary 


Durand will put politics aside or any pressure 


that he's been given which I'm sure he will be to 


do what's environmentally right. Thank you. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Richard Dimes. Mr. 
Foley, Number 110. Hank Keating from Jamaica 
Plain, and on deck, Joe Kowalczyk. 

MR. KEATING: My name is Hank 
Keating. I'm a resident of Jamaica Plain 
currently living in the flight path of Runway 
Number 27. In addition, I'm a senior architect 
for the Boston Housing Authority. We have over 
11,000 public housing units throughout the city 
of Boston, the vast majority of which are 


concentrated in the neighborhoods of the current 
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This is my first hearing on this issue. 
I learned a lot tonight. I expected this to be a 
complicated issue. It seems to me that it's a 
very simple issue. It boils down to three 
things. The first is regional environmental 
justice. How can it be just to continue 
concentrating the environmental impacts of 
regional flights on Boston and the surrounding 
towns? It can't be. 

The second one is regional 
transportation planning. How can you deny that a 
comprehensive regional plan is the key to the 
region's future? I'm just amazed at the concept 
that a regional plan has been recommended and 
it's not been enacted. It's outrageous. The 
entire region is going to suffer for this. This 
is I understand to be a three-year solution. 
Where is the 10-year or 20-year solution? It's 
completely crazy. 

(Applause) 
The final thing that struck me tonight, 


and what amazed me I think the most, is that this 


is an issue of democracy. I mean, I am totally 
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astonished at the total support against this 
proposal from all the elected officials in all 
the towns, and the concept that this could go 
through in spite of that kind of opposition is 
totally astonishing to me. It seems to me that 
it says there's something wrong with our 
democratic system. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Joe Kowalczyk. Dan 
Walsh, Number 113. Steve Hollinger, Number 114. 
Thomas Garvey, Number 115. Thomas Maloney, 
Number 116. Lois Meinhardt, Number 117. You're 
up, Ms. Meinhardt, and following you will be Carl 
Swanson. 

MS. MEINHARDT: I'm going to make 
this very brief. It's obvious that almost all 
the information is out. The real issue is that 
Massport 1s insulting our intelligence. I'ma 
Winthrop resident. I've lived there for 20 


years. I've seen it grow. I've called my mother 


on the phone. She can hear the planes. I've had 


babies wake up in the middle of the night, and I 
worked with Massport, EMTs, and firemen at the 


Titanic Show for six months, and every other 
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month I heard from them very loud, and this is 
what you need to listen to, that they're getting 
face cancer, eye cancer, and brain cancer. 

It is raw poison that we are being 
stuck down our throats. I live on the ocean in 
Winthrop. I get up in the morning, I go out ona 
beautiful spring day, it's spring. Just like the 
airport journal says here, it's spring, huh? And 
it's spring and it says that the runway gets good 
reviews? I don't think it's good when I get a 
mouthful of jet fuel in the morning at 7 o'clock. 
I'm a teacher. (Inaudible) pretty flowers, and 
my mouth turns into canker sores. 

It's not funny. I hope that you sleep 
at night knowing that you have been killing 
people, because I don't know about anybody else 
in this room, but I have a personality of an Erin 
Brokavitch, and if you're not going to pay now to 


stop the runway, silence the engines, put the 


filter systems on the -- don't let me Swear, God 


—- you're wrong, okay, and you're going to pay 
later, because we're (inaudible), and we're going 
to make sure that we sue you and you pay. 


(Applause) 
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I worked with a producer of a film that 
did a film on the people that dug into the 
(inaudible) airport into the ground to stop that 
airport. He filmed them. That's in Montreal. 
(Inaudible). But I'll tell you right now, we are 
ready to dig in, and I mean dig in, and I mean 
dig in to stop you from doing this. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Wrap it up, please. 
MS. MEINHARDT: Just wait a 
minute, pal. I've been waiting for 20 years and 
I'm not stopping now. The serious thing is that 
you're really insulting our intelligence. It's 
not a joke. I've read every single noise 
abatement program and brochure you have. You 
write your own. You write your own. You say 
that you have a curfew. Do you know what happens 
at night? You fly no cargo planes but 
(inaudible). 
I have asthma, and now I need a gas 
mask, all right. Forget it. Get it into your 


heads. We're mad, all right, and we're not 


afraid of you. That's what you really need to 


know. 


WOOD COURT & CONFERENCE REPORTING 


77 Summer Street, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 


(781) 383-6627 


(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Is Carl Swanson here? 
Craig Jolliffe. While we're waiting for Craig 
Jolliffe to come to the microphone, Mary Ellen 
Welch, Number 121, will be on deck. 

MR. JOLLIFFE: My name is 
Jolliffe and I live in East Boston. I'm 
airline captain. The reason the airport 
raising issues about East Boston and surrounding 
communities is no less impacting (inaudible). 
Their determination to build Runway 14-32 
regardless of the devastating environmental and 
social impacts from increased noise and pollution 
promises to create intolerable conditions. 

Massport claims Runway 14-32 will erase 

the problems from northwest winds, thereby 
reducing delays and environmental impacts upon 
the surrounding communities. This is a complete 
misrepresentation of the facts. 


While it's true that Runway 27-33 Left 


and 32 will allow more arrivals per hour, they do 


not address the important issue. Massport states 
Runway 23-32 will not be used for departures; 


therefore, they still have only two runways that 
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won't be able to take off in strong northwest 
winds. 

Massport claims a long centerfield 
taxiway will allow them more flexibility to push 
aircraft through the gate. The reality of this 
is a centerfield taxiway will become an aircraft 
parking lot as airlines decrease their number of 
flights to struggle to meet their schedules. 

The results (inaudible) and the airport 
is far beyond capacity. Massport claims most of 


our jets will be able to move down Runway 32. A 


5,000-foot runway is marginal at best for the 


aircraft in these conditions. They don't address 
the icy or wet runway conditions when the braking 
action is less than good. I can guarantee you 
that pilots of these aircraft are going to refuse 
landings on this runway. It's not going to 
happen. 
(Applause) 
I'm going to have to skip over some 

because I thought -- 

MR. POREDA: You've got another 
minute. 


MR. JOLLIFFE: Okay. I have some 
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other things I would like to address also to the 
FAA, a runway is not going to reduce delays, it 
will only increase delays. I've said there were 
50,000 takeoffs and landings and (inaudible) in 
Chicago. There have been hundreds of instances 
over the last ten years. It's time to face the 
fact that the airspace around Logan is already 
Saturated (inaudible) Peak-period pricing, if 
properly instituted, it will also delay the long 
lines of aircraft waiting to take off throughout 
this country which is totally absurd. 

Long-range plans should focus on 
redefining the national airspace structure to 


provide true navigational capabilities such as 


DPS, a 250-mile speed limit below 10,000 feet, 


and require the rescheduling responsibly, and 
ground transportation alternatives should be 
maximized. 

There's something interesting. Let me 
start with coming home to East Boston. Just last 
week I found a newspaper article from the East 
Boston Times dated Wednesday, April 6th, 1977. 

It fell out of my ceiling. The headline is 


Massport Appoints a New Noise Officer. Massport, 
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and I quote, this newly-created position with its 


comprehensive noise abatement responsibility and 


programs responds directly to only two or three 
higher priorities: in the Authority to bring 
lasting relief from aircraft noise to communities 
adjacent to our facility. Obviously, the 
hypocrisy is alive and well at Massport. 

In short, the noise and pollution is 
now devastating the health and the well-being of 
all the surrounding communities for a project 
which is completely misrepresented and ill- 
conceived. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Mary Ellen Welch, and 
on deck, Number 122, Beatrice Stern. 

MS. WELCH: My name is Mary Ellen 
Welch, W-E-L-C-H. At this late hour, I'd just 
like to point out a couple of facts, and describe 
the preferred alternatives which a couple of 
other people have described earlier tonight. 

Number one, the delays are only 3 
percent of the total operations at Logan, and of 
that 3 percent, less than 1 percent would be 


addressed by the new runway. To construct a 
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runway and put that in place, the additional 
impact that that would have I think, in my 
opinion and in the opinion of my neighbors, is 
unconscionable. 

The other big issue that was in the 
document is that of the pollution. Fifty 
thousand pounds of pollution a day is dropped on 
top of us. The particulate matter that's not 
addressed, measured, or monitored is another 
serious issue. That is why the community people 
from the impacted communities are crying for 
health studies before any of your plans are even 
put into the final preparation. 

All the illnesses that have been 


described by people who spoke before me we think 


are attributable to the kind of environmental 


damage that's being done by the emissions from 
the planes and other operations at Logan. The 
preferred alternative -- there should be a 
preferred alternative listed and it's not that 
includes no runway, no centerfield taxiway, and 
no lowering of the minimums. 

The preferred alternative should really 


be that demand management and gate-hold 
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techniques be put into practice immediately, and 
that a regional intermodal transportation plan 
including all of the airports in New England, big 
and small, all of the train services either in 
operation, in the pipeline, or in somebody's 
genius of a mind, including having video 
conferencing. 

Former governor Michael Dukakis 
described it in detail earlier this evening, and 
that should be a real preferred alternative. To 
put in a strip of concrete to satisfy the 
marginal urgings of some people in power is 
completely 

(Applause) 

From a community perspective just to 
describe some of the impacts that will happen if 
this runway is put in along with the centerfield 
taxiway -- 

MR. POREDA: Quickly, please. 


MS. WELCH: -- on Runway 27 alone, 


there will be 49,000 more operations. That's 


going to impact my whole end of the airport and 
go across the harbor and go on and attack the 


rest of the city of Boston and the communities in 
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Hoy that direction. In the opposite direction 
starting in Eagle Hill in East Boston, on Runway 
33 there will be 22,000 more operations than 
there are today. 

So the airport's interpretation, the 
FAA's interpretation is that's going to give some 
relief to the people who are at either end of the 
parallel. From a community perspective, the real 
plan is that that space however you describe it 
is going to be opening up the parallel to allow 
for the capacity at Logan to increase. 
Therefore, all of us under any and all of the 


flight tracks are going to have a miserable life. 


Now to get to the real issue of 

environmental justice. 

MR. POREDA: Wrap it up, please. 

MS. WELCH: The way the 
environmental justice impacts are described and 
addressed by Massport and the FAA are really an 
insult to all of us who are impacted and have 
been impacted for a long time. Our justice is 
not being met. The real fight is social justice 


as well as environmental justice with the 


(inaudible) by the way Massport and the FAA 
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document. 

Martin Luther King said injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere, and 
that's exactly what is happening if this proposal 
goes through. One of my friends in opposition in 
this room tonight suggested a topical analogy. 


The current bad show that's on TV now that is in 


response to How to Be a Millionaire is the 


Weakest Link. Massport, your weakest link is 
Runway 14-32, the centerfield taxiway, and the 
lowering of the minimum. Goodbye. 


(Applause) 


MR. POREDA: Beatrice Stern. Ron 
Vecchia. Elise Perrier. Roland Choquet, and on 
deck, Joshua Aranov, Number 127. 

MR. CHOQUET: Good evening. My 
name is Roland Choquet. That's C-H-O-Q-U-E-T. 
I'm from Chelsea. People have been wondering 
about the structure of things. I'm basically 
wondering all night who's behind the great 
curtain. Maybe Secretary Durand is behind it. 
He doesn't care to hear anything from us. It's 


high time he was here to hear about this. 
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Also behind the curtain we have an 
analogy here so that people understand what goes 
on. Pretty much I think after spending eight 
hours on the internet to discover some of this, 
the airline industry pretty much, it seems, 
directs the FAA what to do. The FAA comes to 
Massport and tells them they won't get their 
money unless they do what the FAA tells them, 
which they're currently apparently telling us 
they have to put in this new runway because of 
H.R. 1000, the bill that passed the senate and 
the congress to basically give them 40 billion 
dollars for all the new runways around the 
COURT RY. 

We really don't want, which I've also 
come to learn, a lot of the other communities 
around the United States said they've been 
fighting the same fight we're fighting here 
tonight. It's just unfair, it's not right, and 


iS. got CG: Slop, 


Just to get to one issue, I feel like a 


mosquito at a nudist colony, there are so many 
choices and topics to discuss. Let's just go to 


the 65 DNL, averaging the sound noise during the 


WOOD COURT & CONFERENCE REPORTING 
77 Summer Street, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 
(781) 383-6621 


300 
ed day. My daughter and my family, we wake up at 

| night, 10, 11, 12, even 1 o'clock in the morning. 
It's just not right. We have noise restrictions 

in our laws in our communities which I myself as 

a contractor, I can't start a saw in the morning 

until 7:30. I disturb four or five neighbors if 

I do that. 

But the FAA, Massport, they're somehow 
allowed to begin these noisy interruptions to 
people's lives at 6 a.m. I can't operate at 
night either after, say, 8:30, because again I'm 
interrupting people's lives and it's a bother to 


a few neighbors. You people are impacting 


millions of people's lives. They're waking up, 
not sleeping even as we hear tonight, and it's 
just not right especially also when you consider 
that groups like Amnesty International have 
declared the number one form of torture in the 
world is sleep deprivation. You've heard it 
tonight. 

We're getting that. We've had it for 
years. Enough is enough. We've said that a few 


times, too. Nobody is listening. Apparently the 


airline industry has enough sway over the FAA and 
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Massport that they don't care to hear any -- it's 
not even a component of your consideration that 
we're impacted by not sleeping. That's not fair. 
I'm from Chelsea, and again, Chelsea 
has gone into partnership with Boston University 
who directs the parents that in order to help the 
children learn, we should send the kids to school 
rested, fed, and clothed. Great. We try to do 


that. I send my kid to bed at 9 o'clock to go to 


sleep. Sure. Then what happens? 


MR. POREDA: Please wrap it up. 

MR. CHOQUET: I think maybe we 
should get some of the old cigarette industry 
lawyers and let them 

(Applause) 

and maybe they'll pay attention to 
what's going on. We don't like what's happening. 
It's pretty much an intolerable idea that we 
should have to endure this posturing of 
(inaudible). You ignore the fact that we have 
lives here. 


MR. POREDA: Thank you, Mr. 


MR. CHOQUET: L*m not done. 
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eae MR. POREDA: Well, one more point. 

MR. CHOQUET: You're ahead 20 
people. What's the big deal? I haven't waited 
long enough? 

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yeah, that's 
right. Good point. 

MR. CHOQUET: I wonder is Massport 
insured in case of an accident? We hear about 
people testified about little accidents. What 
happens -- I saw the news last night. The 
airline had someone drink too much on these 
flights and you had someone arrested last night 


that was -- the captain leaves the plane where 


he's flying in the cockpit, and he has to go take 
care of some drunken passenger. Who's flying the 
plane and what's it going to hit around here? 

You have the smallest geographical size 
airport in the country here in Boston. You have 
the most runways of any airport in the country as 


far as I understand, and you want to add another 


one. I mean, what's going on here? 


MR. POREDA: Thank you, Mr. 
Choquet. 


MR. CHOQUET: Who took the 


WOOD COURT & CONFERENCE REPORTING 
77 Summer Street, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 
(781) 383-6621 


303 
rejected and outlawed plan out of the wastebasket 
for Massport and decided to throw it back at us 
again? This is outlawed. I just saw Bob Griffin 
come in here. He's an officer of the law. I 
read in today's Globe that there are lots of 
people now in jail for small infractions. So 
basically I want to know who is the person who 
came up with the bright idea basically to waste 
our money and time that proposed breaking the law 
that was established by the U.S. Supreme Court 
saying you cannot add a new runway at Logan 
Airport. Give it up. Be done with it. 

(Applause) 


MR. POREDA: Joshua Aranov, 


please. 


MR. ARANOV: My name is Joshua 
Aranov. I'm here with homeowners in Winthrop. 
We're also frequent fliers. In the year 2000, I 
took more than 40 round-trip flights out of 
Logan. We're also involved in summer programs 
with the kids which is generously supported by 
Massport, so I'd like you to please believe that 
I'm not here appealing one side about it. 


There are several things wrong with 
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your proposed plan, and the most obvious is your 
assumption that you can just continue to grow 
Logan Airport in flights and passengers while the 
infrastructure all around it stays just the same. 
We've had a huge increase in air traffic in the 
past few years, and in all that time, the 
following things have remained exactly the same. 

The physical size of the airport, the 
size of the Callahan and Sumner Tunnels, the size 
of Route 1A, the size of the local streets of 
East Boston and Chelsea, and the size, one more 
example, of the frontage of Terminal C which in 
the old days was TWA, United. It's still only 
150 feet long. 

We're also overcrowded not just on the 
ground but in the air. In the last year, there 
were three aircraft on the taxiway that bumped 
into each other. (Inaudible) report of landings 
but I see them looking out my window. It's quite 


a lot. We see them breaking away from their 


normal approaches (inaudible) get out of the way 


and circle around and come back. If you listen 
to the air traffic controllers on a VHF radio, 


they are speaking so quickly that they sound like 
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SUE auctioneers selling the farm. 

| I have some major points and most 
people have already covered them. I'11l skip to 
my conclusions. It's pretty late. I'll put in 


my complete text in the box. Here's my summary. 


Logan is already at or past any reasonable 


capacity especially at peak hours. The other 
regional airports are underutilized. To move 
traffic more efficiently, especially in the peak 
travel times, it should be in an intelligent way 
using other regional airports. 

New ways of increasing traffic at 


Logan, air traffic, are useless when people are 


gridlocked on the ground. The new runway by 
itself is an inadequate solution to our present 
problems. No airport can by itself focus on 
landing just a few more planes in a over-ground 
Situation as it is is going to be helpful. 

A workable plan, a regional plan, would 
concentrate on taking these aircrafts and getting 
them to where they're going, in the air, in the 
terminals, on the ground, getting them to their 
destination by whatever means. Right now, we 


have no plan, and your plan is not a plan. I 
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have written concrete suggestions. I will submit 
this to Massport. 

I know Massport gets money from 
(inaudible) in landing fees in parking and so 
forth, but maybe it's time for Massport to take a 
leadership position. Maybe it's time for them to 
step back and maybe take just a few less dollars 
and relieve the stress of the aircraft 
passengers, and start working with their 
counterparts in providing (inaudible), and work 
aS partners, and stop looking people at the other 
airports as competitors for airport revenues. I 
would ask Massport and the FAA to go back to the 
drawing board and do some homework because the 
current plan is unacceptable. Thank you. 

MR. POREDA: Number 129, Bill 
Kelleher. 130, Carl Roane. 


MR. ROANE: My name is Carl Roane. 


I live in Winthrop at the affected area, Point 


Shirley, and I just want to say it's a great area 


to live, we've got a great ocean view, and I can 
see about 12 to 14 planes on certain nights ina 
row coming in for a landing with a little brown 


trail coming behind them. So if I can see it 


WOOD COURT & CONFERENCE REPORTING 


77 Summer Street, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 


CTel) 383=6621 


that many times, you don't have to doa 
scientific study. Go out and do a visual 
analysis. 

I wake up in the morning after washing 
my windows. There's a fog on my window. The 
planes do fly, like the woman said, after 
midnight, and when you call the noise hotline, 
you get a cursory answer, do you want to file a 
complaint? There's no response, there's no 
admittance to say, well, gee, it was a mistake. 
There's nothing. You live there, we have a 
plane, we're going to fly it, we don't care about 
you. 

As far as the decibel meter, 65 must be 
the top end on it because where I live, I play on 


the ballfield at Copley Field, but I can't play 


baseball down there. You have to use hand signs. 


It's a baseball field for people to enjoy. You 
shouldn't give out windows anymore. Give out 
hearing aids down in that neighborhood. 

So far as all this now, you're talking 
about an economic -- 20,000 more flights a year 
are going to make my life better. That's the 


same kind of logic as saying slavery is going to 
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provide full employment. Are you telling me, 
okay, that there is no process when I vote, Okay, 
and I vote for the senators, and I don't see one 
of them here, I want to know 

(Applause) 

The people who sponsor this whole 
runway space don't live in the neighborhood, 
aren't affected by the neighborhood. Even 
Richard Egan out in Hopkinton, they kill 
grasshoppers if they make noise, all right, and 
he wants a bigger airport here. I don't want to 
wake up in the middle of the night at 6 in the 
morning after every morning 6 o'clock flight. 
It's tiring on a Sunday to wake up and have that 
flight go over. It's tiring on a Friday when 
you're trying to sleep in and have that flight, 
or having a conversation with the windows shut 
and you have to keep repeating yourself. You 
can't have a conversation 

(Applause) 

There is no volume up and volume down 

on the television. I want to have a quality of 


life. My tax bills goes up, but there is no 


(inaudible). This is not going to benefit me. I 
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can't in any way see how that it's going to 
benefit me. If there is, I'd love to see the 
analysis. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Next we have Nancy 
Kaufman, Number 131. John Tardif, Number 133. 
Albert Van Duskirk, Number 134. Number 135, Gail 
Hansen. 

MS. HANSEN: I am really very 
happy that the people came out tonight. I'm also 
opposed to this runway. I think this is a very, 
very big mistake. I live on Revere Beach 
Parkway, and I've called Massport a number of 
times with the same phone call. Sometimes I get 
the line's busy, but I'll keep attempting to get 
through and I do. And I get the same thing, 
we'll send you a letter or whatever. Mr. Wayne 
Mutewsky has been a great help to me going back 
and forth. 

I've also been at rallies this past 
Saturday with the citizens where I live, and we 
tried to get anyone -- you know, have as many 


calls as myself because the planes are there on 


constant basis. It's not one plane, they come 
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after and after. I have company, forget that. I 
tried to have a nice surprise birthday party for 
my mother that's elderly. Big mistake. We all 
had to go back into the house. It felt like 
World War II. The noise was outrageous. We 
couldn't believe it. 

They're not little planes. These are 
the big air jets I get a number of times during 
the week, also on the weekends. Weekends are the 
worst for me. I'd like you people to come over 
to my home and go through a night. I've had a 
large family. I've raised five children. I want 


to talk about -- I don't have to get up in the 


middle of the night or early in the morning. Now 


I want some rest, okay? I can't understand why. 
I call up. I swear, they have a plane in every 
different direction. 

I've got pictures right here. I'll 
show you. They're right in my hand. I'm not a 
photographer but I've done the best I can with 
them. Also, the biggest thing to me right now, 
and I want you to know this, we have a lot of 
power plants in our area, and they're right in 


the back where I live. Who's to say all that 
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open space, okay, when you have a triple runway 
that you want to expand, I think you better think 
real hard that those airplanes, they triple up on 
us, don't collide one of these times, don't have 
a big. collision, 

And we won't even have to worry about 
it. We won't even have a prayer. I really think 
we'll pay the consequences. I think everyone 
ought to rethink this and let's work something 
out the best we can. That's what I say. The 
train solution is very good. I really think 
that's a good idea. I think everyone should 
reconsider this. I love the airlines, don't get 
me wrong. I have an older daughter who travels 


back and forth, and I think if we go any further, 


we're going to have big problems. Thank you very 


much. If you'd like to see the pictures, I have 
them right here. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Put them right in the 
MS. HANSEN: I'd like them back. 
MR. POREDA: Then don't put them 
in the box if you want them back. Trish 


Gaglione, 136. 
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MS. GAGLIONE: I'm Trish Gaglione, 
and I live on the oldest street in Everett which 
is called Bow Street for 51 years, and everybody 
has said everything. I guess I'm at the point 
where it's time that maybe we should just block 
the tunnels. I just feel like our intelligence 
has been insulted. My heart went out to the 
councilman from Chelsea, the woman that said they 
now have a car-pool for cancer patients. 

As I say that and I hear myself say 
that, I've got goose bumps. And that she just 
got her hair back from last year. I don't know. 
I can't put my head on the pillow at night 
because I've gotten more education in the past 
week as a result of hanging out with my 
Councilman Wayne Mutewsky, with Gail that just 
spoke, and I don't know all the abbreviations and 
the acronyms, but what I do know is that I will 
not want to see my niece and nephew come down 


with any form of cancer before its their time. I 


would like to see them have a better quality of 


life. 
I would think that the panelists here 


want to see the same for their nieces and their 
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nephews and their godsons and their goddaughters. 
Isn't that what it's about? Isn't it about that 
the less broken help the more broken people? For 
whatever reason are we on this earth but to 
extend a hand. 

Naturally we're all insulted as far as 
the environmental injustice that I've heard 
tonight, but I'm really blown away because to me 
it's like genocide. To me, it has no difference 
than Auschwitz. It really doesn't. I mean, 
think about it. When you put your heads on the 
pillows tonight, think about all that you've 


heard. Please, please think about it. I know 


that you all want your future relatives, the 
people in your life that you love, to have a 
quality of life. Think about what the people in 
these communities are living with. It really is 
a criminal injustice. 

You're looking at a resolution. To me 
it sounds like you want to put a pond that's 
250,-000> 2nte a Size that can't stand that stress. 


It's done, it's over with. There's no more 


expansion without really impacting. And I have 


to tell you, I live next door to the LNG tanks, 
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raised there and my mother was and my grandmother 
was. 

They tell me of the time when there was 
beautiful farmland and they actually drank goat's 
milk, you know, right out in the back of the 
yard. 


MR. POREDA: If you can wrap it 


MS. GAGLIONE: I just hope and 
pray that when we all go home tonight and you all 
put your heads on the pillows that we really do 
some soul searching. That's really what I hope 
and pray for. This can't be, this just can't be. 
Thank you. 

(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: John Pargent, Number 
140. Debbie McHatten, Number 41. Kenneth One, 
142. Alisa Paltinas, 143. Bea Keane, 144. 


Conrad Langerhagen from Cohasset, 145. Michael 


Herbert, 146, from Winthrop. Chris Young, Number 


153, from Cambridge. Chris Young from Cambridge, 
Sir, you're up. 


MR. YOUNG: Yes. I just want to 
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say that in Harvard Square now we have plenty of 
people who don't look forward to the months of 
Summer where we have to shut our windows. The 
past few years it has just gotten outrageous, and 
everybody in my building has to shut their 
windows now to hopefully get a night's sleep. 
You've got to stop the night flights. 
(Inaudible) list of airports that have curfews 
and enforce them, have 10,000 and up fines, put 
them in jail. The airline execs, put them in 
jail if they keep doing it, UPS, FedEx, whoever's 
doing it. Give me the names. When I get woken 


up at 3 a.m., give me the name of the airline 


that did it. Don't say it was a 33-d. I want 


the name. If we don't have the name, we'll get 
people out there with night vision scopes, and 
we'll get 60 Minutes to interview these people. 
We'll start a national grassroots campaign with 
millions of people to stop this kind of colonial 
arrangement by the aviation business. 
(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Next up, I can't read 

the last name, it's Alice from Brookline, Number 


154. Number 155, John Vitagliano. 
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MR. VITAGLIANO: I'm John 
Vitagliano. 1 Jive in Winthrop. -1'm a former 
Massport board member. I served for 14 years 
back in '78 to 1992. I believe I have the 
longest service of any Civil War member. I just 
want to talk about the three items which are on 
the agenda and included in the Massport-FAA 
report, Runway 14-32, the centerfield taxiway, 
and the lower minimum. 


All three in total and individually 


would increase the capacity of Logan Airport, and 


that is the problem I have with this. 

(Inaudible) What we really need for Logan 
Airport now is not looked at. We need the 
capacity limited. The limits they have in place 
at the three New York airports, the Washington 
airports, and at Chicago, they put in a system 
that worked very, very well for these 25 years. 
That's what we need for Logan. 

One of the real difficulties that I 
have and other people have had with respect to 
this current proposal is that over the last year, 
most of what we've heard, in fact all of what 


we've heard about the benefits of 14-32 is that 
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it would simply redirect everything over water, 
over-water flights that we've heard about 
strictly in the evening, yet when you look at a 
map, it's East Boston, Chelsea, Everett, Jamaica 
Plain, Roxbury, Dorchester, and the South End 
that will all have these significant increases in 
both departures and landings as a direct cause 
and effect of 14-32, and those landings and 
departures are not over water. If you look ata 
map, they are over land. 

One of the other problems that we have 
that has not been addressed, for example, would 
be the mandatory relocation of one of the major 
air cargo facilities at Logan Airport to make way 
for the 5,000-foot runway. This facility would 


probably have to be relocated in one of the 


noise-impacted communities around Logan Airport 


like East Boston, Revere, or Chelsea which itself 
would become (inaudible) we've been working on 
for the last 15 years is that Massport's 
operations ought to be internalized. 

This removal of this huge air cargo 
facility into one of the surrounding 


neighborhoods is going to add to existing cost of 
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the three items, 14-32, the centerfield taxiway, 
and the lower minimum. One of the other options 
besides those that have been talked about tonight 
would be, for example, an investment by Massport 
of the 60 million dollars that these three items 
would cost into aircraft. Why can't Massport 
enter into a contract with aircraft to further 
the capacity between Boston and New York with the 
other cities in the northeast corridor? That too 
would be one of the reasonable alternatives for 
that 60 million dollars. Thank you very much. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Next up is Ken 
Terrell, Number 156. 

MR. TERRELL: Good evening, ladies 
and gentlemen. I come here first of all with a 
bit of bias, I must admit. I feel that any and 
all expansion that needs to happen at Logan 
Airport is going on right now at South Station. 


It's called Acella. In addition to the noise and 


pollution caused by planes, there is a rise in 


the safety issue. The air traffic control system 
is now seriously overtaxed, and the number of 


near-misses is becoming alarming, both in the air 
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and on the ground. 

Now, the pollution from Amtrak on the 
other hand is becoming cleaner and cleaner. The 
new low sulfur fuels combined with the fact that 
they're slowly becoming all electric on the 
northeast corridor. When Acella express service 
started, the Boston Globe sent two reporters down 
to New York City to do a time study. It started 
in Times Square. One reporter headed for JFK 
Airport, and the other one to Penn Station. The 
result of it all was that the air traveler beat 
the train traveler to downtown Boston by a 
staggering 120 seconds. 


Now, here's an interesting piece of 


news about the pollution. Many planes dump fuel 


on their approach into Logan Airport, foul the 
water, and for several years I often wondered why 
so many of the Blue Line subway trains had 
discolored rusting roofs. Guess who? We need 
another runway at Logan as much as we need 
another gun in the Boston public schools. 
(Applause) 
If you want to fly, fly low, fly 


Acella. Now, off and on over the past maybe 20 
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cen years I've been a member of the NARP, the 

: National Association of Railroad Passengers. 

What we have here now tonight and this afternoon 

is the new NARP, Never Another Runway, Period. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Thank you very much. 
Number 157, Fred Salvucci. 

MR. SALVUCCI: Thanks for 
listening. My name is Fred Salvucci. I'm proud 
to have served as the secretary of transportation 
for 12 years. I'm embarrassed to admit that I 
wasted six-and-a-half years as a Massport board 


member, an agency that I'm really ashamed of at 


this point. 


My friend, John Vitagliano, had the 


privilege of serving on the airport when it was 
adopting one of the strongest vapor pools in the 
United States. I had the bad luck to be there 
when Steve Tocco at the other meetings were doing 
their best to undermine whatever credibility had 
been built. 

I'm impressed that people are still 
here talking at night. There's a basic belief in 


the democratic system that you might actually 
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listen, and I really hope that you do. The smart 
suits were here earlier in the day so they could 
get the TV time, the people who purport to speak 
for the business community and the business 
interests of the city. 

Massport's done a good job of bringing 
people together from a lot of diverse communities 
to say this is a bad idea. On the other hand, 
it's created I think an unfortunate division of 
belief that somehow this wacky idea that Massport 
is proposing is good for the economy of the city 
of Boston. This is bad for the people on the 
ground and the neighbors of the airport. That's 
clear. 

They're telling you that, their own 
document tells you that. If you read the noise 
contours, they're tripling the overflights over 


the neighborhoods and you know that. But it's 


also not doing any good for the economy for the 


city of Boston. The most congested airport in 


the United States is San Francisco. Somebody 


tell me that San Francisco is not a successful 
economy that is very attractive to conventions. 


People go to a city that has a good 
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environment. They don't go there for the 
airport. They go there because of something 
attractive. If you ruin the environment of the 
city, you ruin the business climate of the city, 
and enlightened business leaders will be saying 
that. Unfortunately, we've got some puppets up 
there 

(Applause) 

I want to make just a few points 
because you've heard an awful lot of excellent 
testimony tonight. I will just try to make a 
couple of points that I might be in a better 
position to say something about. The 
environmental document is supposed to be about 
honest disclosure. People are angry about spin 
and facts being misrepresented, and to say it 
more directly, being lied to. That's an insult 
and it's not appropriate. A public agency owes 
people more. 

Like many people in Boston, I was 
brought up of something of a Roman Catholic, and 
every Sunday the nuns would tell us a variety of 


things. One of the things they told us was that 


there were sins of omission and sins of 
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commission. 

There are some sins of omission in this 
document. The public health issues are real. 
Massport has a strategy of don't ask, don't tell. 
That is outrageous. Massport is a public agency. 
It 1s supposed to have ethics better than those 
of the tobacco industry. 

(Applause) 

There are some real problems around the 
airport involving people's health. It is not 
acceptable to simply not look. This request was 
made well over a year ago. We shouldn't be 
waiting for the legislative appropriations. 


Secretary Durand, who I'm sure is under a lot of 


pressure, who is a man I respect, I hope he has 


the guts to stand up, demand that Massport fund a 
public health study not to do by themselves or 
FAA consultants, but to be done by an independent 
credible expert in public health to look honestly 
at the facts of what the incidents are around the 
alrport. 
They've done some of that in Winthrop, 

it' s been done in Chicago, it looks ominous. It 


ought to be done properly. They ought to be 
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looking at the facts and trying to figure out 
what to do about what's a serious problem. 
That's a sin of omission to not include that. 

A couple of other sins of omission. 
They said it was a bad idea 25 years ago when it 
was stopped in court. Another omission in this 
document that is not explained is that a year 
after the injunction on the runway, because 
Massport was so arrogant that it claims to not 
have to do an environmental impact report, so the 
city of Boston, you heard earlier from Peter 
Kaufman, the lawyer, who won that lawsuit on the 
basis that Massport had refused the environmental 
impact report. 

Massport today is propagating the idea 
that if you complete the environmental impact 
report dnd, Durand Signs it, they trot: ato :court,; 


they've solved the lack of the report, and they 


can build a runway. They're ignoring that very 


important fact. The next year, 1976, when 
Michael Dukakis was governor, I was secretary of 
transportation, we went back into court because 
Massport wanted to complete some of the dug-up 


areas at the ends of Runway 9 and 4, and in order 
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to complete that as safety areas instead of 
runways, which the prior Massport had tried to 
do, they agreed to the injunction. 

So essentially, there was a contract 
entered into in that court. There was a lawsuit, 
and I was secretary of transportation at the 
time, and I testified what the intent of that 
was, and the intent was that's a permanent 
injunction. There was a deal made that things 
were not going to get worse. For Massport to be 
saying they will enter into a contract, I'm 
Saying honor the contract that was made. 

(Applause) 

The point of omission here is that 

you've got what is supposed to be a public 


disclosure document, it's like 12 telephone 


books, but it does not explain to the public 


honestly what the existing injunction means. 
That 1s not. fair. It's not fair to ask regular 
people to pour through 12 volumes and still not 
be able to find an honest description of what 
that injunction was about. That's just not 
right. It's not fair to people. 


There are other things missing from 
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this. Secretary Durand I think appropriately 
directed in his certificate that a strong 
exploration be given of expanding the use of 
Over-water approaches at night. First of all, it 
wasn't done in the document, another sin of 
omission, but secondly, the document does not 
inform you that the lowering of the runway 
minimums would mean that at night under low- 
visibility conditions planes would be coming in 
where the instrumentation is, and that means 
they'd be coming in over Somerville, Everett, 
Chelsea, and East Boston. That is not over the 
water. That is over the people. 

There's a direct inconsistency between 
the lowering of the minimums which hasn't been 
talked about that much tonight because frankly 
the runway has the biggest impact, but there's 
not an explanation of why the prohibition on 
going lower before the decision was made. I was 


part of negotiating that agreement. That was 


also a sort of a contract with the communities 


that if the communities went along with the 
superior instrumentation that was installed on 


the approach to Runway 15 and on the approach to 
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Runway 22, that the landing minimums would not be 
lowered because of the communities' fear, I think 
appropriately, that you would attract more planes 
landing over the communities during nighttime, 
low-visibility conditions which is very 
frightening in terms of people's safety. That 
was the deal. 

There are two things missing from this 
document. Number one, it doesn't explain that 
that was the deal, and number two, it doesn't 
explain what the communities' concerns were. 
Well, how can you believe that Massport is going 
to make a contract or make a commitment that 
they're going to honor in the future if they're 
not only not prepared to honor the commitments 
that were made before, they don't even honestly 
disclose them in the document. That's just not 
fair, 

(Applause) 


I realize it's late and I've taken too 


much time. I'll put my comments in writing, but 


let me say a couple of things that are in this 
document. There is enough information in this 


document to show that under the 37 1/2 million 
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passenger high scenario which Massport says the 
document is the most probable scenario, that the 
peak-pricing alternative with all of the flaws in 
it is more effective at reducing congestion than 
the runway. 

It has no adverse effect 
environmentally. The runway has enormous adverse 
environmental effect. There is absolutely no 
excuse for proposing the runway instead of peak- 
pricing if Massport actually cares about the 
people and the airplanes as it pretends to do. 

If you care about congestion at Logan, your own 
document tells you, do peak-pricing and don't do 
the runway. 

So I think there are some things in the 
document that could allow Secretary Durand to 
reach a reasonable conclusion. I'm sorry to say 
I don't have any faith that Massport is 
listening. I think there was a lot of spin in 


that document. I have some hope that Secretary 


Durand is listening. He asked good questions 


which were ignored in this early certificate, and 
most of that stuff was ignored. 


One last point. He makes the point 
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about ground access which many people have made 
tonight. With the failure of the current 
Massport to do anything about getting people to 
Logan without their automobiles or getting them 
to another airport without their automobiles, 
ground access improvements to Manchester and 
Providence as well as public transportation 
alternatives to Logan, with that failure, the 
garages at Logan are now often full. 

When that happens, the person who's 
driving to Logan is told to go to Chelsea, and 
the round trip takes you 40 minutes. So if 
you're so worried about the slight additional 
minutes because of runway delay, what about the 
40 minutes you're adding to every traveler's 
planning that they have because the garages are 
rads? | 

The failure to deal with Secretary 
Durand's directive that the ground access should 
be looked at seriously, including improvements to 
T.F. Green, Logan Express, access to the other 
airports, access to the high-speed rail, et 


cetera, 1S a serious omission. So there's enough 


in it to reach the right conclusion, which is 
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kill the runway and focus on peak-pricing. 

But there's also stuff missing that 
ought to be added in because the current 
Situation is not acceptable. It is not enough to 
simply kill the runway because it's a bad idea. 
It was a bad idea 25 years ago. It's a dumber 
idea today. At least 25 years ago, there were 
turboprops. Now they're being displaced by 
regional jets that can't even use this runway. 
It was a bad idea then, it's a worse idea now. 

Kill it, but don't stop there. Do the 
Part 160 study that recognizes that the existing 
Situation is intolerable, and as public 


employees, you've got an obligation to make it 


better. So first of all, do no harm, stop the 


runway, but that is not enough because the 
current situation is simply not fair. Thank you. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Thank you, Mr. 
Salvucci. Joe Hubbard, Number 158. Joan Bailey, 
139; 

MS. BAILEY: Hi. I'm Joan Bailey. 
I'm a Roxbury resident. I live a few blocks away 


from Humboldt Avenue in Roxbury, a neighborhood 
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where people are driven half mad by the noise 
that you say doesn't impact these communities. I 
don't exaggerate when I say that you don't even 
need an alarm clock if you have Logan. We wake 
up at 6 o'clock automatically on the dot every 
Single morning because your entire metabolism is 
hooked into Logan's schedule. 

I know I'm not the only person in this 
room nor the metropolitan area that has this 
experience. The only thing I'm thankful for is 
that I don't have a small child or an infant who 
I'm trying to get to sleep at night or trying to 
get to sleep through the night. I'm sorry more 
people from Roxbury aren't here this evening. 
It's not because they don't care because, believe 
me, they do. They're very, very angry and upset 
over this issue, and I just want to convey that 
to you. 

Second, I want to also convey my 
feeling that flying is not an entitlement. We 
don't owe the FAA, Logan Airport, Massport, or 


the business communities our lives, our health, 


our homes, and our sanity. 


(Applause) 
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We get blackmailed all the time, and I 
resent this, by the idea that we need this 
runway, the business community needs this runway 
if we're going to have a sound economy. A sound 
economy and economic prosperity does not come 
because of the business community, it comes 
because of the hard work of the people in this 
room and our neighbors. We live in Boston and 
make this work, and I think it's your obligation 
as public servants and a public entity to start 
concerning yourselves with our interests. 

You need to go back to the drawing 
board on this whole thing. I imagine I'm one of 


the last speakers here. I don't want to take up 


much more time, but I think you should realize by 


now that, given everything you've heard and 
everything that's gone on, you're going to have 
hearing after hearing after hearing and do study 
after study after study, but the bottom line is 
that we the people have no intention of allowing 
you to build that runway. 
(Applause) 
After this period of time, this is just 


the tip of the iceberg, it just becomes a waste 


WOOD COURT & CONFERENCE REPORTING 
77 Summer Street, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 
(781) 383-6621 


oy of everybody's time, energy, and money, and 

| taxpayers' dollars at that. You do need to go 
back to the drawing board. You need to be part 
of a sound regional transportation program and 
policy, not the major obstruction to the kinds of 
policies and programs that are carried out in 
every other country. Obviously, Michael Dukakis 
who was here earlier, you know, is advocating 
these kinds of things. Other people have spoken 
I think very well to that purpose, and you need 
to start listening to that. 

We are not here at your behest. You 


have to start thinking about needing to change 


the whole dynamic of this debate. This is not 
going to happen the way you want it to happen. 
It's not going to happen at all. You need to 
redirect your energies and your efforts and your 
focus into reducing air traffic and making sound 
regional transportation policy. 


I've not heard of another issue in all 


the years that I've been around the city that has 


so united the people in these communities, and 
I'm not speaking out of anger or passion, but a 


good analysis would say you don't have a 
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\ Ssnowball's chance in hell of getting this runway 
built. 
(Applause) 

You've got to start thinking about this 
issue from that perspective, and start acting 
accordingly, and start giving the people of these 
communities their due. They have sacrificed too 
long and too much. You need to start addressing 
their needs. Thank you. 

(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Is Polly Selkoe here? 
I may have mispronounced that last name. Dennis 


Selkoe, Number 161 and 162. Roger LeClair, 163. 


MR. LeCLAIR: My name is Roger 
LeClair. I'm from Hull. In the past two or 


three years, scientists' studies have used 


children and discovered something interesting. 


When the child is raised in a stressful 
environment, it can affect their brain 
development. The brain is involved in memory and 
learning, and they grow to be smaller than they 
should be. This brain damage is permanent. It 
impairs their ability to form memories and learn. 


Now, how is this related to the 
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proposed Logan runway? Well, a study just 
published in New Scientist magazine, an edition 
of this magazine, shows that children raised in a 
noisy environment such as near roads and train 
lines have raised blood pressure, heart rates, 
and level of stress symptoms. These are the same 
stress symptoms that led to developmental damage 
in the child. 

Therefore, it seems clear that children 
living under the flight path of airplanes could 
be suffering severe damage to their health caused 
by airplane noise. Incidentally, the level of 
noise they studied was 60 decibels and up. Now, 


in the town of Hull, airplanes constantly fly 


directly over Hull High School. As a Hull High 


graduate, I can personally attest to the fact 
that airplane noise is so loud that teachers have 
to stop speaking until the plane has passed. 
These are the levels of noise found to raise 
children's stress levels and, by implication, 
cause brain damage. 

The proposed runway would increase 
flight traffic over the South Shore, over Hull, 


and over Hull High's children. Therefore, if the 
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rat runway is built, our children will be the ones to 
pay the price. I find that this is an 
unacceptable price to pay. Any runway should be 
planned to fly over the ocean. 
Twenty-five years ago, Massport came to 
Hull's town meeting and insisted the proposed 
runway they had which was the predecessor to this 
current proposal would not overfly the town of 
Hull. My father, using his Air Force pilot 
training, analyzed their proposed flight plan, 
and came to an entirely different result than the 
Massport officials presented; namely, that the 


planes would in fact fly directly over Hull. 


After presenting his technical analysis 
of their plan, a town person stood up and asked 
Massport official who was right. The Massport 
official said he would go with Mr. LeClair's 
assessment. This is a prime example of why 
Massport's credibility should be in question. 

(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: Jeffrey Buck. We 


have only a few people left, so I thank you for 


your patience, and we'll press on until the end. 


We're excited to be at 164. 
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MR. BUCK: Thank you, ladies and 
gentlemen. I'm here for the Chelsea waterfront. 
I'm a resident and President of Chelsea 
Waterfront Association, and I also live in the 
neighborhood by the water, and by the future oil 
tank farm. Our environment hasn't affected me at 
all. If you'll all stop moving, I'll be okay. 

A year-and-a-half ago or so I came toa 
meeting like this and I brought my camera, and it 
started for me a project that I have finished. 
It's called Logan 14-32, and it's a documentary 


film about Massport, the effects on the 


neighbors, all the sleepy neighborhood people who 


stay up all hours to talk to you people and tell 
you how we feel. It's about the distrust that 
they feel and it's about the frustration over the 
years, and it also offers solutions and 


alternatives to what you're doing, which you've 


‘heard over and over and over. 


So I guess what I said to you guys a 
year-and-a-half ago was you have the power, you 
can make the change. I would love to make a 
movie on that if one of you would stand up or 


call for a press conference and say, you know 
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what, the 600,000 people of Boston were right, 
this runway is a joke. This is just going to 

hurt people, it's going to hurt children. You 
guys have the power. 


My show on Logan 14-32 has been on 


Chelsea Cable Access, and now we have a start 


over here, and actually I've seen like 20 people 
here. My friend back there, he's in the film. 
He gets a big laugh. Everybody loves that guy 
right there. 

But at my studio at the Chelsea 
waterfront, I've brought over 500 artists and 
people from outside my neighborhood to come in to 
Chelsea to see how beautiful it is, to see how 
awesome my neighbors are, and to see how by 
getting together, by using artists and 
creativity, we can come up with solutions and we 
can make positive change. 

Check Boston Cable Access, it's going 
to be in Winthrop soon. It's Logan 14-32, and I 
have a seven-piece jazz and blues band who scored 
music for it and created soundtracks, and I guess 
I want to thank you for inspiring me on my 


creative side. 
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(Applause) 
No Runway 14-32. Don't make me make 
another film. 


POREDA: Alice Ciblar, Number 


MS. CIBLAR: Thank you. 

MR. POREDA: My pleasure. 

MS. CIBLAR: I just have a short 
statement to make. I'm a resident of Jeffries 
Point in East Boston, and I just want to say that 
the real problem with the 14-32 runway is that it 
serves exactly the sort of traffic that should be 
discouraged at Logan; that is, the personal, 
corporate, and commuter flights, and I'm citing a 
reference in the Boston Globe, and those flights, 
they represent 42 percent of operations, but only 
serve 10 percent of Logan's travelers. 

So rather than this runway, we need to 
invest in demand management, diversion of traffic 


to less congested modes, a comprehensive regional 


intermodal transportation planning; for example, 


Acella rather than the flawed shuttle. So I'd 
just like to make that statement, and I just want 


to appeal to you because you are the stewards of 
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our welfare, and I appeal to you that you examine 


your conscience, use your education, and also 
your common sense, and go through this and really 
examine what they're trying to do here. Thank 
you very much. 
(Applause) 

MR. POREDA: Martha Merson, and on 
deck, John Merlino. 

MS. MERSON: I'm Martha Merson. 
I'm a resident of Jamaica Plain. I pour over the 
Massport documents every morning as I eat my 
breakfast, and the opening about our world-class 
city and how we deserve a world-class airport 
always strikes me as an irony. If we're such a 
world-class city, why don't we have some world- 
class solutions instead of one preferred, quote, 
unquote, alternative? 

I bike to work. I have been biking for 
close to ten years, and I stare at those maps and 
try to figure out where I can live, where I can 
sleep, and also bike to work. You're making most 
of this city and the surrounding communities 
unlivable. 


I think this whole concept is just such 
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a (inaudible). I don't understand why you have a 
Community Advisory Committee if you don't listen 
to them. I don't understand why Massport 
generates environmental impact statements. 
That's like asking the tobacco companies if 
secondhand smoke is bad for you or not. 


(Applause) 


I've been in Harbor Island, I've been 


in Franklin Park, I've been in the Arboretum 
where Massport claims the noise just isn't a 
problem. In fact, you can't dismiss that kind of 
noise. That invades the environment. That 


undermines the entire purpose of those green 


Spaces in our communities. 

I'd like to say that for every person 
here, I know that there are at least a hundred 
people, your friends, your families, and many, 
many, many immigrants in Chelsea and East Boston 
and other neighborhoods of this city who are 
learning English, and they don't feel comfortable 
coming here yet, but we speak for them, too, and 
I hope that you can hear them and hear us. 

(Applause) 


MR. POREDA: Now John Merlino. 
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Merlino. I live in the Point Shirley section of 
Winthrop. I've lived in Winthrop all my life. 
It's a beautiful town. I enjoy the beaches 
there, but the planes are always there. I enjoy 
the parks, but the planes are always there. I 
enjoy having cookouts on my deck which overlooks 
the water and the bay, but the planes are always 
there. The harbor islands, I go there quite 
often during the summer, and sure enough, the 
planes are there. 
So I guess I'm just repeating what 
“4 everyone else has said here, but it's a pain. 
- It's unlivable, it's unbearable, and it's already 
too much, and just the thought of having more, I 
can't fathom it. It just would not be worth 
staying in Winthrop any longer. Maybe that's 
what you're trying to do is to get us all to move 
out of these communities so that you can build 


runways in Winthrop or runways in Jamaica Plain. 


I don't know. 


All I know is that I've been here since 
~- you know, sure, I got here late, but I know 


it's taking time away from my family. I'd much 
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rather be at home with my daughter and with my 
wife listening to the airplanes. Also, the 
scientific studies that say it causes brain 
damage, noise, not only should Logan not be 
expanding, but it shouldn't even be there, which, 


you know, I have this vision that my daughter is 


not going to have to be wasting her time coming 


to these meetings 18 years from now, that she can 
stay home, that it won't be there. 

People say I'm crazy when I think that, 
you know, someday Logan will be gone, but I do 
Say a prayer every night like at 2 o'clock in the 
morning and when I'm woken up at 6 o'clock that 
someday that it will be gone. That's it. 

(Applause) 
MR. POREDA: This concludes this 


evening's hearing. We're off the record. 


(WHEREUPON the Public Hearing was 


adjourned at 11:39 p.m.) 
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